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THE ARCHITECTURE OF THE SIXTH MILLENIUM
B.C. IN TELL ES-SAWWAN

SUMMARY

Tell Es-Sawwan lays about 11 km. to the south of the famous

city of Samarra, the site consists of three mounds marked A,B,C, from
the north south to the south east. Within the eight seasons of exca-
vations carried out there by the Directorate General of Antiquities,
started in 1964 till 1972, excellent and unique architectural remains
were discovered, all built with sun dried mud bricks, together with a
cemetry underlaying the floors of Level I (bottom 1evel), this cemetry
proved to be of great importance, since it contained, in most of its
graves skeletons or remins of skeletons of new born babies and infants
the adults were very rare, the surprising thing was, that these graves
contained grave goods made of beautifully carved alabaster statutes and
smll plates and vessels. Most of the statutes represented women figu-
riens, with special attention being paid to enlarge their thighs and

breasts, symbols of fertility.

The architectural remains in Leve] I, consisted mainly of tri-
partite units with their corners pointing towards the cardinal points,
and counterforts in their corners and in the points where the external
walls met the partitions. A1l these features had continued in all the
live levels. The pottery found in Level I and Level II was attributed

to Hassuna culture, it contained almost all the types known from Tell-
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Hassuna, especially the straw tempered simple coarse ware, than the
Hassuna standard wares, especially the incised and the incised and

painted wares .

In Level III very special and unique buildings were discovered,
the T-form buildings, which most of them for most of their life time
were used as graineries. These buildings also had the same special
features, except for their shape, the T-form. Level III proved to wit-

ness the peak of the Samarran pottery, together with the Hassunan inci-

sed ones.

Levels IV and V proved to have almost the same features as Level
III, but they were poorly preserved, and the Samarran pottery continued

without the Hassunan incised ones.

The excavators in Tell Es-Sawwan were able to discover a ditch
and a massive wall surrounding almost the four sides of the central

mound 'B'.

This study gives complete details of all the &rchitectural remains
found in Tell Es-Sawwan. And in order to answer some questions being
raised during the seasons of excavations, it was needed to go back again
to the site to carry out some special investigations, concerning the
search for any inhabitant remains before the time of Level I, and to have
some more detailed information about the ditch, the defensive wall and
the cemetry of Level I together with any other details we could find

about the building units.



The preparations of these investigations were made during ten days
time, and the actual work started in October 31st 1985 and ended in Novem-
ber 14th 1985. A1l the archaeological field directions, surveying, plans
and photography were done by the writer, the digging was carried out by
two skilled workmen, and two other young workers were engaged to help the

first two.

We could get sufficient answers for all the questions raised before,
and the most exciting result of all was the discovery of traces of another
building Tevel beneath the floors of Level I in mound 'B', represented by
some walls made of mud (tauf) in two test trenches, which were made in
buildings No.5 and 6 in Level I mound 'B' (c.f. plans 16, 18 ;and 19).

We are sure now that these traces represent a settlement before Level I.

These fifteen days investigations proved to be a very important
part in this study, since it could provide us with first hand, fresh and

new information.

This thesis consists of four main chapters, the first one deals with
the ecology of Tell Es-Sawwan, including geographical information, founa
and flora of the area surrounding the site, and included a suggestion of
using the alluvial and seasonal plain of river Tigris by the people of

Tell Es-Sawwan for planting and irrigated agricul ture.

Chapter two includes a full account of all architectural remains
found in Tell Es-Sawwan by studying each level separately. Also this

Chapter contains full information about the ditch, the massive wall, and
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some special information and ideas about the cemetry. The infornation

about the settlement before Level I were included in this chapter.

Chapter three gives a full account of the material that have been
used to errect the building units in Tell Es-Swwan, in this chapter we
came to a conclusion that the large sun dried mud bricks must have been

moulded on the very walls during the building process.

Chapter four contains the study of the architectural remains com-
pared with those of sites from the sixth millennium B.C., these sites
are,Yarim Tepe, Telul eth-Thalathat, Shimshara, Umm Dabaghiyah, Matarrah,
Choga Mami and Baghouz, together with some notes from Tell Hassuna, Son-

gor A and Tell Al-Mubaddad.

In our conclusion we marked both the unique and excellent features
of the architecture in Tell Es-Sawwan, although it is considered one of
the oldest sites of the sixth millennium B.C., also we were able to sugg-
est the inhabitants movements within tne same period, we had also good
reasons and sufficient archaeological evidences to suggest a new form of

cult buildings in the sixth millennium B.C. (c.f. plan 31).

This study contains the complete collection of plans concerning
Tell Es-Sawwan, some are new and unpublished before, most of the others
were re-drawn, the photographs of the excavations were copied from ori-
ginals in the archives of the State Organisation of Antiquities and
Heritage, Baghdad, the photographs for our recent investigations are all

new and unpublished before.



A

We hope that the excavations in Tell Es-Sawwan will be re-opened
again and in large scale, in order to gain mre and more important infor-
mation from this unique site, together with a large scale survey to be
carried out from the foothills of Zagros mountains to the eastern banks
of river Tigris and across the river to the Jazira, then across river
Euphrates to the western desert in the central and north central parts

of Iraq.
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Baghdad
Nov. 15, 1985

Rock sample of Quartz brought to the Geological
laboratory in the State Organization of Antiquities

and Heritage by Mr. Donny George Youkana from Tell

Eg-Sawwan.

The sample is Quartz which is formed possibly
after evaporiter (i.e. gypsum), from veins and noedules
which are common in northwest, west and southwest of

Rutba within the Cretaceous deposits.

et

Dr.Nimat Badeel Hammo YASSI
Director
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INSTITUT FUR PALAEOANATOMIE,
DOMESTIKATIONSFORSCHUNG UND GESCHICHTE DER
TIERMEDIZIN DER UNIVERSITAT MUNCHEN

VORSTAND: PROF. DR. J. BOESSNECK SCHELLINGSTRASSE 10/11
8000 MUNCHEN 40, DEN 15
TEL. 21802513
Herrn

Donny George Youkhana
The State Organization of
Antiquities and Heritage

Baghdad
IRAQ

Sehr geehrter Herr Youkhana,

Herr Professor Wilcke brachte mir Mitte Dezember Tierknochen aus Ihrer Grak
in Tell Es Sawwan. Da ich verreist war, komme ich erst jetzt dazu’Ihr Hoiire
zu beantworten.

Die Knochen stammen von folgenden Tierarten:

Persische Kropfgazelle, Gazella subgutturosa: 2 Hornzapfen ¢, adult.

Ziege, Capra hircus: Calcaneus sin..

Schaf, Ovis aries: Phalanx 1 post. auBen und innen, Phalanx 2 post.,
Phalanx 1 ant., Phalanx 3, halbe Rolle eines Metatarsus. Mdglicher-
weise stammen alle Schafknochen von einem Tier.

Schaf/Ziege: Oberkiefermolar, 2 kleine Tibiacorpusstiicke, 1 kleines Femur-
corpusstiick.

Fir die Zeit um 6000 v. Chr. sind die Knochen von Schaf und Ziege ungewdhnl

klein.

3 unbestimmbare Sdugetierknochen aus Kichenabfall

Tatera indica: [Femur dext..

Fisch: Rippe eines Cypriniden

SiBwassermuschel, Unio tigridis: linke Klappenhdlfte.

Ich hoffe Thnen mit diesen Angaben geholfen zu haben.

Mit freundlichen GruBen
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