
ASSYRIAN
MEDICAL TEXTS

FROM THE ORIGINALS IN THE

BRITISH MUSEUM

BY

R. CAMPBELL THOMPSON, M.A., F.S.A.

HUMPHREY MILFORD
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS

LONDON EDINBURGH GLASGOW COPENHAGEN

NEW YORK TORONTO MELBOURNE CAPE'TOWN

BOMBAY CALCUTTA MADRAS

1923



Printed and Made in England

Printed wholly in Esglalnd for the MUSTON COMPANY.

By LowE & BRYDONE, PRINTERS. LTD., PARK STREET, CAMDEN TOWN. LONDON, N.W.1



PREFACE

~T ~ I HE following 107 plates contain the text of 660 cuneiform medical tablets (excluding
98 old and new " joins "), for the most part hitherto unpublished, from the Royal
Library of Ashurbanipal now preserved in the British Museum. These tablets,

dating to the seventh century B.C., are copies of older texts, as is obvious from the similarity

of the medical tablets found at Ashur, which are some centuries earlier. Interesting, too,
in this connection is the note at the end of K. 4023 (pi. 105) which refers to a tradition from

"the ancient rulers before the Flood which was in Shurippak," and the copy from which

this tablet was made was dated in the second year of Enlil-bani, King of Isin, c. 2201-2177 B.C.,
Enlil-Muballit being ruler in Nippur: "Let him that knoweth not shew him that
knoweth, let not him that knoweth shew him that knoweth not; (in the name of what

bacf X., is) .swred to Marduk I "1

*d4AI With this edition it is hoped that few medical texts of this class in the Kouyunjik
Collection now remain to be published.

A few texts were published by Sir HENRY RAWLINSON and Dr. PINCHES in the Fourth

Volume of Western Asiatic Inscriptions. The indefatigable Professor SAYCE was the first to
essay a translation in the Zeitschrift fir Keilschriftforschung II., 1-14, and 205-216 (including
K. 61 and K. 161). Dr. F. KUCHLER continued the study in 1904 with an admirable treatise
on three large tablets (Beitrage zur Kenntnis der Assyrisch-Babylonischen Medizin, Leipzig).
I copied several which were published by the British Museum in Cuneiform Texts, xxiii., and
I subsequently translated them in The Proceedings of the Society of Biblical Archeology, 1908,
xxx., 68-69, 145-152, 245-251, and The American Journal of Semitic Languages, xxiv., 1-6
and 323-353. Then came the edition by EBELING of tablets found at Ashur, which contains
several of this class (Keilschrifttexte aus Assur, iv., v., vi.). Important also are the scattered
publications of various tablets, e.g. SCHEIL, Recueil de Travaux, xxiii., 1901, 134; Revue
d'Assyriologie, xv., 75; JASTROW, Transactions of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, 1913,
365; FOSSEY, Zeitschrift fir Assyriologie, xix., 175; LANGDON, Babylonian Expedition of
Pennsylvania, xxxi., 51-75; LUTZ, American Journal of Semitic Languages, xxxvi., 67;

while VIROLLEAUD (Babyloniaca, I.), BOISSIER (Documents Assyriologiques), and SCHEIL

(Revue d'Assyriologie, xiv., 121) edited several of the medical prognostic texts. Then
EBELING in 1921 published copies of thirty-five tablets from Kouyunjik in the British
Museum in Archiv fir Geschichte der Medizin, xiii., 1, 2, and in 1922 published these all
again with sixty more tablets in his Keilschrifttexte Medicinischen Inhalts, I., bringing his
total to ninety-five. He proposes to increase this publication by two more parts, which will
presumably bring his total to less than three hundred. Lately, in 1923, he published with
UNGER a medical tablet in Archiv fir Keilschriftforschung, I., i., 36.

I began working on these tablets before 1906, and read a paper on some of them at the

British Association Meeting in 1913. JASTROW, in his article of sixty-eight pages in the
Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine, Historical Section, vii., 1914, 131, Note (1), was so J -.L 4
kind as to draw attention to my having " in preparation the publication of over 500 additional

medical tablets or fragments from the great collection in the British Museum." Presumably,
Herr EBELING did not know of this article, or doubtless he would not have embarked on
a publication of tablets necessarily limited in numbers and "joins." 2 So broken and
scattered are the medical tablets in the Kouyunjik Collection that nothing short of a
complete publication of all the fragments can be said to be really satisfactory from a

I Cf. my Late Babylomian Leters, No. 40, 1. 4, ikkibi ia ilani, an adjuration of a man to his wife. Cf. also Martin,
Leares N6gobyaloniennes, 88.

2 He is apparently also unaware of my translation of the series Sagalla in C.T. xxiii. in Proc. Soc. Bibl. Arch.
1908, as he has edited a translation (be it said, with additions) without reference to it, in Archiv f. Geschichte,
xiii., 5, 6.



modern standpoint. It is only by making "joins" and identifying duplicates among
these pieces that we can hope to use the collections to full advantage.

Lest there should be any misapprehension on another point, I propose to bring out
the translations very shortly. The work of editing so many texts is a long business; and
it became obvious, when I set about them again after my return from the War, that the
old method of leaving the vegetable drugs unidentified, or translated haphazard, would
lead us nowhere. No satisfactory translation of these texts was possible until the plants
had been in some measure worked out; and to this end I spent a large part of two years
at work on the 250 vegetable drugs known to the Assyrian botanists. The results will
appear shortly under the title of The Assyrian Herbal.

The numerous duplicates in the following pages have not been indicated, as I propose
to do this in the edition of translations. There must still be many " joins " possible, which
can only be found gradually.

In conclusion, my thanks are due to the TRUSTEES OF THE BRITISH MUSEUM for their
courtesy in allowing me great facilities to copy the tablets since 1910; to Sir FREDERIC
KENYON, the Director, for his never-failing readiness to help forward this branch of
archaeology; and to those many other officials of the Museum who have from time to time
given me friendly assistance. To Dr. COWLEY, Bodley's Librarian, I owe a debt of
gratitude for the encouraging interest he has taken in this book; and lastly, I have
to thank my Uncle, FREDERIC THOMPSON, for his sympathetic assistance in its production.

R. CAMPBELL THOMPSON.
BOARS HILL,

OXFORD,

July, 1928.
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ERRATA ET ADDENDA.
PAGE iii, line 10, for '(in the name of what is) sacred' read 'an abomination',

and cf. Thureau-Dangin, Rituels Accadiens, 16, line 29.

PAGE iii, line 37. I should add, however, that I notice that Herr Ebeling (Archiv
f. Gesch., xiii. 9, note 2) makes a quotation from Professor Jastrow's American
article in Transactions of the College of Physicians of Philadelphia, 1913, an
article in which Jastrow has again mentioned my proposed publication in
very similar terms (pp. 365, 387). My book may, therefore, be held free
from any suggestion that without due warning it has forestalled or coincided
with other publications of some of these texts.

PAGE v. In the entry for K. 8368 read 12, 8 for 13, 8.

PL. 3, No. 2, line 7, for kur read man.

PL. 8, No. 1, the ends of lines 8-9 (' its leaf', and ' curd'), belong to lines 6-7.

PL. 10, No. 1, add a horizontal division line above line 48.

PL. 104, No. 1, line 13, for ba read ira (arad).

Campbell Thompson. Assyrian Medical Texts.
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