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PREFACE

The texts published in this volume are all administrative records

from the private archives of the priestesses of the Sun-god at Sippar in

the Old-Babylonian period. Most are actually dated, or datable from

oath-formulae or seal-legends, to the reigns of Zabium (No. 1), Apil-Sin

(Nos. 2-7), Sin-muballit (Nos. 8-20), lammu-rapi (Nos. 21-50),

Samsu-iluna (Nos. 51-68), Abi-esub (Nos. 69-71), Ammi-ditana (No. 72)

and Ammi-saduqa (Nos. 73-74). No. 75 shows an unidentified year-

name, while Nos. 76-83 are either undated or have their year-names

broken away.

The copies are the work of Dr. H. H. Figulla and were completed

by him before his retirement from the service of the Trustees in 1964.

Envelopes, even fragmentary ones, are copied in extenso; they are given

the same running number as their tablets with the suffix 'a'. The work

has been edited by Dr. E. Sollberger. Special attention in this volume

has been devoted to the seals and their inscriptions, and the most

interesting impressions have been reproduced from drawings by Mrs.

Diane Gurney.

R. D. BARNETT,

Keeper.

DEPARTMENT OF !WESTERN ASIASTIC ANTIQUITIES,

THE BRITISH MUSEUM.

Septemlber, 1966.
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