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PREFACE.

THE Assyrian texts printed in the following pages are taken
from a number of the finest of the Letter-tablets contained
in the Collections which have come from Kouyunjik during
the last few years.

It will be observed that the plan of . publication followed
in this Part is different from that of its predecessors. It
must be distinctly understood that I have not attempted to
give in this Part the complete series of Letters of each scribe.
There is much to be said for the usefulness of this course.
In the first place, it makes the best and most complete texts
available at an early date and affords good material for
beginners to work upon. In the second place, I was anxious
to secure priority of publication, for finished copies of a large
number of these Letters have been lying in my portfolio for
years. It was only too evident that large extracts from
these, which serve no useful purpose, were appearing from
time to time in various Assyriological publications. ‘I felt,
therefore, that the best interests of Assyriology demanded
that complete copies, such as I have given, should be placed
as soon as possible before my fellow students. The rest of
the texts belonging to the scribes selected for this Part will
appear in due time. in Parts V-VIII, The fourth .volume of
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BEZOLD’s Catalogue appeared in time to have enabled me to
follow my original plan, but, for the reasons given atove, I
have preferred not to do so.

Emendations, which were tolerably certain, have been
introduced. Others, based on a comparison of similar
passages, will be attempted later in the Textual Notes.

Of the one hundred and sixteen pages here given, about
ninety contain texts published for the first time; the con-
tents of ten other pages had already been published by
myself in the Zestschrift fiir Assyriologie, Volume VIII.

‘With the appearance of the Fourth Part of this Collection
of Letter-tablets I may, perhaps, be permitted to announce
the probable number of Parts which will cofﬁplete the
Series. Four subsequent Parts will contain the text of the
Tablets which still remain to be published. As in the first
three Parts, the Letters will be grouped according to the
names of their writers; they will, however, be drawn not
from the “K.” Collection only, but from all the Collections
which have come from Kouyunjik. The last Letters to be
given will be those from which the names of the writers are
broken off. After a final collation of the texts published in
all eight Parts, the whole material will be in the hands of
‘students, and it will then be possible to draw conclusions
touching the various problems. presented by the public and
private correspondence of the later Assyrian Empire.

It is then my intention to treat, in the form of an Intro-
duction, 'this branch of literature as a whole, comparing the
introductions and formule of greeting employed by the
Assyrian scribes with those in use during the earlier periods
of Babylonian history. The Letters will then be classified
according to their contents, and, to judge from.the results
I have already obtained, it is. certain that many new facts
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will come to light with regard to the religious as well as to
the purely official and private sides of Assyrian life.

Résumés of the contents of the Letters will then be given;
and textual notes, a vocabulary and a list of proper names
will form the critical apparatus of the work. I, therefore,
hope that the series will be completed in ten Parts.

I wish especially to acknowledge my obligations to
Dr. E. WALLIS BUDGE, the Keeper of the Department of
Egyptian and Assyrian Antiquities, British Museum, for his
courtesy, and for the great assistance which he has afforded
me during my present stay in London.

I am indebted for many valuable suggestions as to the
readings of difficult passages to MR. LEONARD W. KING, to
whom I have the honor of dedicating this volume.

LONDON, September 15/, 1896.
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PREFACE.

THE plan of publication followed in this volume is that
which was proposed in outline in Part I, published in 1891.
I have given in the following Plates (1) about forty-five
Tablets, on which the names of the scribes have either been
omitted, or have been broken away ; (2) the complete corre-
spondence of certain scribes ; and (3) the remaining Letters
belonging to scribes, a part of whose correspondence had
been published in previous volumes. Under this last head I
have in one or two cases omitted some of the fragments,
reserving them for a future Part.

It will be possible to assign many of the Letters without
names to their proper places from a study of their contents,
and from the style of the handwriting. This was intention-
ally not attempted in the present volume, because it has been
my aim from the beginning to reproduce the original texts
as nearly as possible, without giving restorations—except in
a few places where they seemed certain—or notes of any
kind. As mentioned in a previous Preface such notes,
textual, philological, and historical, will find a place in later
volumes of commentaries on the texts.

Nos. 440, 458, 498, 522, and 529 have been published by
S. A. SMiTH, and Nos. 437, 460, 462, 507, 527, 528 by
WINCKLER. I am very much indebted to them for their
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copies, which were carefully prepared. I have not been able,
however, to accept all their readings, and I may also say that
I do not expect scholars to accept all mine. Many of the
Tablets are broken and difficult, and in such it is often
impossible to form a connected text. Again, in the Letters
there are as many different handwritings as there were
scribes. Hence there will be many places where scholars
may differ from my readings. In the final collation of all
the Letter texts, I, myself, hope to be able to decide the
readings of many passages, about which there is, to my mind,
still some uncertainty.

I have been hampered in this, as in all the preceding
volumes, by scratchings and rubbings made upon the Tablets
by my predecessors, who have often scratched signs in
such a way as to make them read as they thought they
should. This makes it impossible to distinguish what the
original text really was, and I must add that I cannot accept
all of these amended originals. Of course, such treatment of
a tablet was thoughtless, to say the least of it. It is also
very unfair, as it makes it almost impossible to differ from
the person who has thus amended the original. All textual
students are very glad, indeed, that such treatment of Tablets
is not in vogue at present, and is, in fact, now impossible in
the British Museum.

The Parts containing the texts of the Letters will, I have
every reason to hope, appear more frequently in the future
than in the past. Part VI will probably be ready in 1901.

I wish especially to acknowledge my obligations to
Dr. E. WALLIS BUDGE, the Keeper of the Department of
Egyptian and Assyrian Aautiquities, British Museum, for his
courtesy, and for the great assistance which he has afforded
me during my stay in L.ondon. I wish to thank him also for
his kindness to my pupils, MR. PRESTON P. BRUCE and
MRr. CLIFTON D. GRAY, Fellows in Semitic in The
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University of Chicago, who have been working on the
Hymns to Marduk and Shamash.

I am indebted for many valuable suggestions as to the
readings of difficult passages to MR. LEONARD W. KING
and MR. R. CAMPBELL THOMPSON, Assistants in the
Department.

To my old teacher and friend, PROFESSOR EBERHARD
SCHRADER, of the University of Berlin, I have the honour
of dedicating this volume.

ROBERT FRANCIS HARPER

THE STUDENTS RooMm,
THE DEPARTMENT OF EGYPTIAN AND
ASSYRIAN ANTIQUITIES, THE BRITISH MUSEUM,
November the twentieth, 1900.
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PREFACE.

THE present Part contains the texts of one hundred and
twelve tablets on which the names of the scribes have
been broken away. Of these texts thirteen have been
published by WINCKLER, one by JOHNS, and one in IV R.
Even if the plan of publication had not made it necessary
to republish these texts, I think that the many changes in
readings and the additions would be sufficient justification
for doing so.

Since the appearance of Part I in 1892, JOHNSTON has
made scveral valuable contributions to the study of Letter
Literature in his Epistolary Literature of the Assyrians and
Babylonians, in AJ.SL. and in P.A.0.5.; WINCKLER
has published some texts in Zexte verschiedenen Inhalts,
most of which have been republished in various Parts of
the present work with corrections and additions, and he has
translated some texts in Altorientalische Forschungen ; BERRY
has treated the Rm. 2 Collection in 4./.S.L. ; DELATTRE nas
discussed several texts in 2.5.8.4.; MARTIN has published
a popular lecture under the title Lettres assyriennes et baby-
lontennes; MEISSNER has given much space to forms of
words found in Letters in his Sugplement zu den Assyrischen
Worterbiichern; MUSS-ARNOLT has made good use of these
texts in his Assyrian Dictionary; and JOHNS has treated
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the names of officials at considerable length in Assyrian
Deeds and Documents, 11.  Others have also availed them-
selves of the material published in the preceding Parts of
this work.

I am much honoured by the attention shown to this
class of literature, and I wish to state here, in answer to
a remark by MR. JOHNS in Volume II, 183, that as scon as
the texts are published they become public property, and
anyone may use them for any purpose he may wish.

This work by my fellow students will in no way interfere
with my original plan as described in Part I and again in
Part IV, and I see no reason to depart from this plan
as outlined ten years ago. Hence I shall continue to
publish the texts until the Corpus Epistolarum is completed,
and I hope that the Parts will appear more frequently in
the future than in the past.

Part VII is in press and will be ready in a few weeks.
It will contain (1) the remaining Letters belonging to scribes,
a part of whose correspondence has been published in previous
volumes ; and (2) the complete correspondence of certain
scribes.  With the appearance of this volume the number
of Letter tablets published will be about eight hundred.

Part VIII will be an Index Volume giving, in the
Cuneiform characters, Lists of all the Proper Names, Officials
Divinities, Countries, Peoples, Cities, etc., found in Parts
I-VII, with references to their British Museum registration
numbers and to the numbers which they bear in this edition.

Part IX will appear within a year.

- I wish especially to acknowledge my obligations to
DRr. E. WALLIS BUDGE, the Keeper of the Department
of Egyptian and Assyrian Antiquities, British Museum,
for his courtesy, and for the great assistance which he has
afforded 'me in the preparation of this Part.

I am indebted for many valuable suggestions as to the
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readings of difficult passages to MR. LEONARD W. KING
and Mr. R. CAMPBELL THOMPSON, Assistants in the
Department.

To MR. R. CaMPBELL THOMPSON, who has made a
valuable contribution to the study of a class of literature
very closely allied to the Letters, I have the honour to
dedicate this volume.

ROBERT FRANCIS HARPER

THE STUDENTS’ RooM,
THE DEPARTMENT OF EGYPTIAN AND
ASSYRIAN ANTIQUITIES, THE BRITISH MUSEUM,
March the twentieth, 1902.
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