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What is News

and Who Decides?

Morningjoe.wmv

News Matters News Matters

Just back from Tahrir Square

Foreign Correspondent 

Iason Athanasiadis

Wednesday, March 2, 2011 7:30pm

SAC Auditorium

Two Points Extra Credit for Attendance

TEST REMINDER
•You will have a test in week 6

•Chuck Norris took the test. He wrote “violence” for every 

answer. He scored 100, because Chuck Norris solves 

EVERY problem with Violence. 

•Don’t  be like Chuck. You won’t  get  his grades. 
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Study   Abroad

Russiapromo.wmv

What is News

and Who Decides?

Feb. 5th, 2011

What is News?

A More Typical News Day:

Differences in News Decisions

Feb. 25, 2011

Definitions of News
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News is What’s On Society’s Mind

Definitions of News

News Is any “Scoop”:
Information That Makes a 

Reporters Primal Heart Beat Faster

Definitions of News

News is What an Editor Thinks is News

Definitions of News

News  is  Information  Powerful  
People Don’t  Want  You  to  Have

Definitions of News

News is 
Independent, 

Reliable, 
Accurate 

Information 
That Citizens 

Need to Be Free

Definitions of News Definitions of News
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“It’s amazing that the amount of news that 

happens in the world every day always 

just exactly fits the newspaper.” 

Definitions of News

News is What “We” think is fit and proper

Definitions of News

News is Information 

About a Subject of

Some Public 

Interest That is 

Shared and 

Subject to the 

Journalistic Process 

of Verification 

Definitions of News Four Factors That 
Determine News

1. Universal News Drivers

2. Editorial Judgment

3. The Audience

4. Profits and Competition

• Importance

Factor 1: Universal News Drivers

• Proximity

• Magnitude

• Prominence

• Timeliness

• Conflict
• Human Interest

• Relevance 

• Change: (Progress andRegress)

• Unusualness

Importance

Universal News Drivers
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Timeliness

Universal News Drivers

Proximity

Universal News Drivers

Proximity

Universal News Drivers Universal News Drivers

Quake.wmv

Universal News Drivers

Prominence

Universal News Drivers
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Conflict

Universal News Drivers

Human Interest

Universal News Drivers

Duckboy.wmv

Human³ Interest

Universal News Drivers

Change

Universal News Drivers Universal News Drivers

Change
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(Ir)Relevance

Universal News Drivers

Relevance

Universal News Drivers

Unusualness

Universal News Drivers

• What’s Interesting  vs. What’s Important

Factor 2: Editorial Judgment

• Who is the Audience?

• Do You Give the Audience What it Wants 
or What it Needs? 

• What is the Competition Doing?

• News Presentation

Place Each Story on the Matrix

Real-time News Judgment

(Your Turn in the Uneasy Chair)

Importance

Interest
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Place the Story on the Matrix Place the Story on the Matrix

Place the Story on the Matrix Place the Story on the Matrix

Universal News Drivers

Aids.wmv
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What It “Needs”
vs.

What It Wants

Factor 3, Audience

The Importance of the Customer 
in Making Decisions

Audience-Driven

Local and National News Broadcasts 

Audiences Dictate (That’s You)

worldnews.wmv

Eyeon.wmv

What is Sensationalism?

Audience-Driven?
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Power shifts from editor to consumer

How the Internet Redefines “News Judgment” Why News Media Couldn’t Resist This Story

Factor 4: Competition & Profit

What is News

and Who Decides?

(You…sort-of)

Assignments:
The News Drivers Homework

Assignments:
Is There Too Much Bad News?
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