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Newsweek'’s Quran Report Leads to 17 Deaths,
then is retracted because of faulty Information
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How Journalists Pursue the Truth
Consequences of a failure to verify Four Big Questions today:

How a Fire Broke Out What IS truth?

ggeﬁsgs: %Eﬁ;g;:ﬂf B & S o Qe G i How does the verification process work?
Why does it break down?
What kinds of evidence should a news

consumer look for?

Newsweek’s Quran Reports Leads to 17 Deaths
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News Matters
Finding reliable information to make your choices
What's at stake in this election?

November 2

Rep. Peter King: "The fact that the Obama Administration would cut
Governor (No incumbent) e 1 securtty funding Just 11 days after the Times
Attorney Genperal (No ‘Square car bomb attempt s dangerous and unconsdonable.

!mgmbent
tor. (Gillibrand is e R /.

‘When all federal funding is totaled, according to White House
U.S s'napr {Schumer is mmmms-pmmm;umu $47 million more for port
Incumbent) and transit security over the previous year's budget, the last signed into

U.S House incumbents: law by the Bush Administration.
Steve Israel (east end)

Tim Bishop (Suffolk)

Peter King (west end)

News Matters
Finding reliable information to make your choices
What's at stake in this election?
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News Matters News Matters
Finding reliable information to make your choices Finding reliable information to make your choices
What's at stake in this election? What's at stake in this election?

N

Arianna Huffington Shattered Glass Viewings:

Screenings in Javits 110

Founder, The Huffington Post S M s
Staller Center, October 25, 8 p.m. Thursday 215t 7:45 am.;
Extra Credit will be granted Monday 25" 7 pm.

‘You will write this up after lecture #9
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What are your biases?

Project Implicit*

Counsellng and Psychological Services at 631-632-6720
Center for Prevention and Outreach at 631-632-2748.

National Gay and Lesbian Task F¢
- hitp://www.thetaskforce.org . .
il Riis Caimpatin bk Wnlion Project Impilicit

@ sronv sroox umivensiry

Another Take on Cognitive Dissonance Start Thinking About The Essay

"Rarely do any of us sit down before a table of facts, Due @ Your Last Recitation
weigh them pro and con, and choose the most logical
and rational belief, regardless of what we previously Your final cesay will bo writion afler 8 semester-long pursuit of refisble information on a single fopic or
believed.
Instead, the facts of the world come to us through the R aciorien e dople you huve acdecked
\ colored filters of the theories, hypotheses, hunches, / G 06008 cam 0u pursas? Hero ao 8 b examples. W/
biases, and prejudices we have accumulated through el e
our lifetime. We then sort through the body of data and’ o R | SremmoneSanme s ko nen s ey
select those most confirming what we already believe, e 1o st seood from e Oulf Coustt Dioey the V.. FDA odenushy Pl

wmmﬁmuw 2 food?

it i i "Wl the proposed cultural center near Ground Zero or dis terrorism?
andignore or rat!onallze away those that are ] - e B2 e
dlsconﬁm"ng. 3 * Does Facebook do a suffiicient job of protecting users’privacy?

— Michael Shermer, “Why People Believe Weird Things”
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Truth and Verification Truth and Verification

What is Journalism’s First 49_urnalism s First Obligation
. . Obligation? B Istothe Truth |

@ :ronv sroox umiversiTy
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What Is Truth? What Is Truth?

‘A lie gets halfway
around the world before
the truth has a chance
to put its pants on.’
Not Winston Churchill
Not Mark Twain

| Possibly an obscure Baptist
5 !l,
What Do Journalists Mean By ‘Truth™? Preachérsermon on Apnl L. 1855
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at Is Truth?
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‘Often the surest e 3 g ‘What | tell you
way to convey /e 7 | : three times is true.’
m(g_information is to : W : Lewis Carroll

tell the strict truth,
\ “Mark Twain

o N

What Is Truth?
& ~WORDE
|

Truthiness ‘Truthiness,*
-Stephen Colbert

Truthiness.wmv
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*The quality of stating concepts or facts one wishes or believes
to be true, rather than concepts or facts known to be true.’
-The American Dialect Society




Truth and Verification

“The desire that information be truthful is
elemental. Since news is the material that
“people use to think about the world beyond”

themselves, the most important quality is

that it be usable and reliable.”

@ :ronv sroox umiversiTy

The Truth Debate

Video on Blackboard: See assighment folder
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What Do Journalists Mean By Truth?

* |s getting the facts right the truth?

* Is being ‘objective’ the
same thing as being truthful?

* Is being ‘fair’ the
same thing as being truthful?

* |s there one truth we can all agree on?

Scientific Truth

gtific truth is a
" ment of
! 'proportionql
des—Jdence. It will
f‘ e ver time as
ss_ICe changes.
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Journalism and Science Journalism and Science

, &

Like scientists, journalists do not believe in absolute Like scientists, journalists strive for a pragmatic truth,
truth. Truth is provisional. It changes over time. atruth that helps explain the world and
helps you function day-to-day

@ svonv sroox umiversiTy Sct ism ¢ New News Literacy and Why It's important @ :ron sroox univensity

Journalism and Science Journalism and Science
===

i il Al
5 . } N Like the scientific method, the journalistic process
Like science, journalism employs of verification relies on a system
a system of peer review. of sorting and testing information
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Truth is

The Hofstra
Rape Case

And why that doesn't
change everything

Newsday, Sept.

Newsday, Sept. 18,2009 172009

@ svonv sroox umiversiTy lism ¢ Ne

First Drafts of Hlstory
The Death of a Hostage

Linda Norgrove, a British USAID worker in Afghanistan, was
tragically killed by an explosion on Friday night.

She had been kidnapped on Sept. 26. NATO forces were involved in v

* . anattemptto rescue Norgrove when her captor reportedly
detonated the fatal explosive, killing her and himself.
NATO officials assure that they did everything in their power to
rescue Norgrove. British Foreign Secretary William Hague asserting
that responsibility for this tragedy lies completely with those who
took her hostage.

How Big Was Th

10/15/2010
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t Gulf Oil Leak?

BP falls short in estimate of oil spill rate
crews pturing 5,000 barrels a day, of the

p to 40,000-plus barrels per day pouring into Guilf:
s

Numbers of Gulf oil spill flow keep looking
worse as US revises them up for third time
t0d ross

@ sronr smoox umversity

First Drafts of History:
The Death of a Hostage

Rescue operations such as the failed attempt to free a British aid worker 3
who was killed in Afghanistan last week are among the "trickiest military ~ kaMore

operations that can ever be conducted”, a former Army commander of
British forces in the country has said. Rate this story p
Linda Norgrove died after her rebel captors detonated a bomb vest as How do you rate this g
American troops attempted to rescue her.
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" First Drafts of History: |  First Drafts of History:
The Death of a Hostage The Death of a Hostage
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Truth 15 Prowsmnal Truth is Prowsmnal

Mozart may have died of strep
throat complications

IN THE

Mine

After 41h ’lZm 1 ki
Study Concludes Beethoven Died From Lead Poisoning W st Vir

Journalists Are Given the Wrong Information

It Changes Over Time

10



Truth is Provisional

We Extend the Frontiers of Knowledge

Implications

For Journalists

For News Consumers

10/15/2010

Journalistic Truth

Journalistic truth is the best obtainable
version of the truth on any given day.

It is a continuing journey toward
understanding . . . which begins on the first
day of a story and builds over time.

@ vonv sroox wmivensiry

The Lesson for the News Consumer

Follow
the Story
Over Time

11
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The Truth Is Provisional

Qil Spill Estimates Over Time

What IS truth?

How does the verification process work?
Why does it break down?

What kinds of evidence shouid a news consumer look for?:

4:‘20{2010 5!14{2010 5[27,'2010 6/10/2010 6/16/2010

ale mw\ stimate  NOAAestimate  US Dept. of Energy

Four Big Questions today:

Estimates in Barrels Per Day

http://www.newsweek.com/2010/06/16/a-history-of-incorrect-oil-spill-estimates.html

How Journalists Pursue the Truth Seeking Truth
The Verification Process The Journalist’s Discipline of Verification

*Gather, Assess, and Weigh Evidence
A process that takes newsworthy *Add Meaning to Facts Through Context
‘ (prrmation and checks its credibility . *As Appropriate, Adjust Balance or Fairness
and reliability before it is published or -

-I_Explain How They KNOW.. .(and What They Don't Know) *
broadcast as news.

*This is called “Transparency.”

12



Financial Oracle Suze Orman

Did you know that this month-
we have 5 Fridays - 5 Saturdays
and 5 Sundays This only
happens once every 823 years.
COOL

9 SuzeOrmanShow

Suze Orman

Why News Consumers Must Weigh Evidence

@ :rox srook university Scho nalism « News Literacy
How Journalists Pursue the Truth
Direct Evidence

*Eyewitnesses

*Documents and Records

*Photographs and Videos

10/15/2010

Seeking Truth
When Gathering and Weighing,
Not All Evidence is Equal

Direct Evidence

@ :ronv sroox university

How Journalists Pursue the Truth

Eyewitness Verifies Sequence of Events

13
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How Journalists Pursue the Truth

Documents & Records Verify Neglect in Madoff case

The World’s Largest Hedge Fund is a Fraud

November 7, 2008 Submission to the SEC
v L LI

helliattack.wmv

urnalism ¢ News

How Journalists Pursue the Truth

op secret

v elicopter
pilots gunning down 12 civilians
Ml in Baghdad attack leaked online

How Journalists Pursue the Truth
Photos or Video

A\
= |
BAD CALL RUINS PERFECT GAME

UMP APOLOGIZES TO PITCHER

10/15/2010

14



Photos or Video

badcall.wmv

How Journalists Pursue the Truth
Indirect Evidence

Police: 4 dead in shooting at West
Seattle house
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How Journalists Pursue the Truth
Indirect Evidence

For example...
Second and Third-hand accounts
“White House Spokesperson Robert Gibbs”
Police Commissioners (relaying officer info)
Investigators (citing other people’s findings & statements)

Reconstruction/Recreation (i.e. confirming it's possible)

Four Big Questions today:

What IS truth?

Why does it break down?

Mag Kinds of evidence should a news consumer look for?

15



Why the Verification Process Breaks Down
The Ein}z.s‘jjifcagun:

September 6, 2005

Katrina's body count could reach 10,000
Bodies found piled in freezer at Convention Center

The New Orleans Times-Picayune’s Inaccurate Report

Four Big Questions today:

What IS tuth?
Why does it break down?

What kinds of evidence should a news
consumer look for?
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Lesson #3 for the News Consumer

Always ask:
Did the
Reporter Open
the Freezer?

sm » New

Seeking Truth in The Real World
A Mix of Direct, Indirect Evidence

Count the different types of
evidence

16



Pursuing Reliable Information

1
2)

What IS truth?

How does the verification process work?
Why does it break down?

What kinds of evidence should a news
consumer look for?

Hudson.wmv
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How Journalists Pursue the Truth
Anatomy of a Car Accident

Direct Evidence:
* Driver of Car
* Eyewitnesses
* Breathalyzer, Report

* Driving Records

. Indirect Evidence:
* Campus Police

rrme© University Officials

* Accident Reports

for the Road

* Lawyer for Drivevr”‘

* Friends and .
Relatives of Victims

i * Family of Driver

3 LADY GAG.
Ot P s | FINALLYin
e fanding 1 o
el | W00 3 o

nt!

* Students on
Campus

17



A Big Day:
Two Key Lessons

U Fbllow the story.

Ask yourself: has the reporter opened the freezer?

10/15/2010

Assighments:

For Recitation: Read “Journalism of Verification chapter: in digital
textbook

Read, print, bring to recitation the Sean Bell
shootingstory.
) Paper due, “The Secret Sponsors”
For Next Lecture: News Log 3 B
For Students in Professors Miller and Schneider’s Lectures, check
Blackboard to see if your instructor assigned the “Opposing
Viewpoints” paper.
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