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Critical Evaluation of Sources in News Reports

ROOK UNIVERSITY Sch

Smart Questions About Sources:

v What is her/his self-interest?

v Does anyone else say so?

v Is it verified fact, or assertion?

v" How would this source know?

v. Who, exactly, is this source?

(Don't copy these. Wait for the mnemonic device)
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Today: Five Smart Questions About Sources:;

News Matters
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Why Sources Matter




Why Sources Matter
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What Are the Consequences
When The Press Gets it Wrong?

>

U.S. Invades Iraq to Capture WMD

Why Critical Thinking About Sources Matters

Eaiiflict in Iraq - @xmsnbe.com

CIA’s final report: No WMD
found in Iraq

R o inees held for weapons knowledge

AP rsscimarrns
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WASHINGTON — In his final word, the CIA’s top
weapons inspector in Iraq said Monday that the hunt
for weapons of mass destruction has “goneas faras
feasible” and has found nothing, closing an

Hussein that were used tojustify the 2003 invasion.
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Madeleine Albrlght, Feb. 18,
1998.
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The Source of the Trouble

Pulitzer Prize winner Judith Miller’s series of exclusives about weapons of
N mass destruction in Iraq—courtesy of the now-notorious Ahmad Chalabi |
) —helped the New York Times keep up with the competition and the Bush
administration bolster the case for war. How the very same talents that
caused her to get the story also caused her to get it wrong.

T£Miller is an extreme example of the Times’ ultracompetitive mind-set, she is also an

example of an inherent problem of journalism: its reliance on sources.
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identify the elements in a reasoned case, especially reasons and
conclusions;

identify and evaluate assumptions;

clarify and interpret expressions and ideas;

judge the acceptability, especially the credibility, of claims;
evaluate arguments of different kinds:

analyse, evaluate and produce explanations;

analyse, evaluate and make decisions;

draw inferences;

produce arguments.
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Journalists are people who need people

What Kind of People?

@ :=ronr sroox universiTy School of Journalism * News Literacy News Literacy and Why It's important
Today: Five Smart Questions About Sources:

What is her/his self-interest?
Does anyone else say so?

Is it fact, or assertion?

How would this source know?

Who, exactly, is this source?

How Journalists Pursue the Truth

Look Who's Talking

Direct Evidence: . Indirect Evidence:
« Driver of Car < + Campus Police
* Eyewitnesses IimmmummEze University Officials
* Breathalyzer Report € .@ ‘ * Lawyer for Driver
» Driving Recordsl — * Friends and
Relati f Victi
 Accident Repor elatives of Victims
for the Road o;-&:- TR Family of Driver
st | pon: A Students on
Campus
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Judging the Reliability of Sources
What is her/his self-interest?

Does anyone else say so?
Is it fact, or assertion?
How would this source know?

Who, exactly, is this source?
(Mnemonic Device: I’M VAIN)

¥

Judging the Reliability of Sources
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1) Independent Sources
Are Better Than
Selfdnterested Sources

@ sronv sroox univensity School of Journalism  News Literacy
Independent Sources Are Better Than Self-nterested Sources

JNEV; YORK DO 3

Flurry of OT cash for Sanit snowmen

The Sanitation Department said most of the top OT eamers were front-line managers. Timmes was the supensor of the
department's satelite information center

“He got a coupl jht back to the command and control center," said Sanitation spokesman Vito Turso.
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Nassau PBA President: interfering Ex-NYPD Cop To
Blame For Nassau Cop's Death

@ sronv sroox university

Independence: A Ruthless Standard

Libyan Woman Claims Rape By
Soldiers, Is Dragged Away

WADEEL AL SHALCHI ~
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s 183 a1 248

‘were eating treaitast
hat00ps had detained her

her awayto be gang raped
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Judging the Reliability of Sources

Multiple Sources
Are Better Than
Single Sources

School of Journalism * News Literacy

Muttiple Sources Trump a Lone Source?

James Dean Molested By Minister,
Elizabeth Taylor Revealed

Reconstructing the Blackwater
Incident in Nusoor Square

Blacwater.wmv
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In Pursuit of Truth
Blackwater shooting

»

Judging the Reliability of Sources

Sources Who Verify

Are Better Than
Sources Who Assert

CONCORD = MONITOR

Pubkshed on Concord Monitor (hiip:i/www concardmonitor com)
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The elusive mountain lion

NEWSROOM

"If the animal does survive, we would expect to collect

hard evidence of its existence in the form of a picture,

tracks, scat and/or DNA evidence,” said Fish and Game
Wildlife Division Chief Steve Weber
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Verifying or Asserting?

» School of * New

A Corollary to Last Week’s Lesson:

Just Like We
Always ask:
“Did the Reporter

Open the Freezer?”

You can also ask”
“Did the Source
Open the Freezer?

® sror

Authoritative//nformed Sources
Are Better Than
Un-informed Sources

3/27/2011

Judging the Relability of Sources
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Authoritative//nformed Sources vs. Un-informed Sources

Th long-held theory of how humans first populated the Americas may have been well and truly broken.
Archasologists have hed thousands of stane tools that predate tha technology widely assumed to have bean carried by the first settlers
The discoveries in Texas are seen as compelling ewdence that the so-called Clows culture does not represent Amenca's ongnal immigrants
Theis e " et oy e g b B e i b et 1o
[Arwicas Nictos w2 oozt AR Unarty efreplogst. to oot
Foo 0y, £ s Do w1 s cult s 1 S o o Mo
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natiin E iy oobe k" bease o ooty tht ek wee rasonted avund byt
Prolesser Gary Haynes, from Nevada i Reno, US, pra E by the research eam

But he said t was plausiblsthat naturalprocesses could have caused some stone tais 1 mirate dowmwards inthe clay - ring the impression o & pre-Cli kayer [

"When you look at unbalanced people, how
they respond to the vitriol that comes out of
certain mouths about tearing down the
government - the anger, the hatred, the

bigotry that goes on in this country is getting »

to be outrageous .... | think people who are |
unbalanced are especially susceptible to

vitriol.” /4

-Pima County (Arizona) Sheriff Clarence Dupnik

@ sronr snoox umivensity School of Journalism » News Literacy

Authoritative/Informed Sources vs. Uninformed Sources

Madison lab solves mystery of MRecoomend| 471 | Twest 150
Arkansas bird die-off share» B &5 o @ O~

Blunt-force trauma from flying into homes, cars
cited as cause
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Judging the Reliability of Sources

Named Sources
Are Better Than
Unnamed Sources

@ :ronv sroox university

Named Sources vs. Unnamed Sources

way confers
priority upon them in those budgets,” Gavin Kearney, director of the

environmental justice program at New York Lawyers for the Public Interest,
wrotein a memo to the City Coun olding budget hearings. “And

A city official with knowledge of the budget process, speaking on condition of
anonymity, pointed out that not all proposals make it into the final capital
plan.

“Itis very possible these cutswill be reversed,” said the official, who said he

spoke on condition of anonymity because of the sensitive nature of budget
negotiations.

I_ﬂm
Thé Most Famous Unhamed Source in Hlstory
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Evaluating Anonymous Sources

The Washington Post

NEWS | LOCAL | POLITICS | SPORTS | OPINION S | BUSINESS | ARTS & LIVING

Still falling short on anonymous sources

Y| By Andrew Alexander
Cimbpdeman

"Semor admmstration officials" said they were frustrated with how Deeds was handlng his campaign

"administration officials" predicted he would lose on Tuesday.
All these anonymous sources were too much for Post reader Dee Ellison of Falls Church. |

LR 4 ] I . e EIEl

She's right. Anonymous seurces often are necessary. And too many of them appear in The Post.

But there's another problem. When they must be used, The Post doesn't do a good enough job of explamng why.

Evaluating Anonymous Sources

Transparency
Characterization
. Corroboration (evidence/sources)

Evaluating Sources:
Little Weight Given In A Simple Case

3/27/2011
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Authoritat‘we, but
notinthe relevant
specialty

Weighing Sources: Authoritative is case-specific

Weighing Sources: When the scale is released?

Weighing Sources: Verification & Authority
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Evaluate The Sources
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Sources

“The huge amount of around S200 million would
be spent on security, stay and other aspects of the
Presidential visit,” a top official of the
Maharashtra Government privy to the
arrangements for the high-profile visit said.

Journalism  News

Evaluate The So
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Judging the Reliability of Sources

1) Independent Sources Are Better Than Seffinterested Sources

2) Multiple Sources Are Better Than Single Sources

3)Sources Who Verify Are Better Than Sources Who Assert

4)Agthoﬁtative/lnformed Sources Are Better Than Uninformed Sources

5] INamed Sources Are Better Than Unnamed Sources

(Mnemonic Device: I’M VAIN)

b CONGRESSIONAL BUDGET OFFICE
-

@ sronr snoox umivensity School of Journalism  News Literacy

Lesson #2 for the News Consumer

Evaluate Sources

Evaluate Sources

Evaluate Sources

16
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Evaluate Sources
To Find Reliable Information
With Which You:
Make a decision
Take Action
Make a judgment

Three Questions You
Should Always Ask

1) What Do | Know?
2) How Do | Know It?
3) What Don't | Know?

School of m * New:

Assignments:

Don't forget that your Provisional Truth homework is due this week!
(It was i last week's assignment folder).

Reading: Journalism of Verification

L Rea chapter 4 in The Elements of Journalism, "Journalism of Verification."
Must be completed prior to recitation March 30

h Anderson Cooper Folder

Deadline: Must upload before recitation March 30.
Inside this folder you will find.

* Homework directions.

« Alink to the Digital Textbook where you'll read a chapter from Anderson Cooper's book
"Dispatches from the Edge: A Memoir of War, Disasters and Survival.” In the chapter Cooper
describes his reporting in Sri Lanka shortly after the tsunami hit in 2004
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Sodom and Gomorrah

Are there ten students in class who have done the work?

\
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