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Introduction

The close relationship between the age composition of the popula-
tion and facilities and service needs has prompted the Nassau-
Suffolk Regional Planning Board to provide extensive tables and
detailed analysis of this most important characteristic of Long

Island's residents.

In selecting the data items to be included in this report, the

staff attempted to anticipate and furnish answers for the most fre-
quently asked questions. Of necessity choices were made and in-
formation was summarized by age classes or geographic areas that

will not prove equally helpful to all uses of small area data. A print-
out of the First and Second Count Census Tapes is on file at the
Nassau-Suffolk Regional Planning Board offices in Hauppauge and may

be consulted by the reader who cannot find the answers to his par-

ticular questions in Volume 3.

Volume 3, Age of the Population, is similar in format to Volume 2,

Color and Race. The first section of the analytical text delineates

the age structure of the Region's population as reported by the

1970 Census and describes the changes that have occurred since 1960.
The second section describes the age profiles of Nassau and Suffolk
residents and indicates the nature and magnitude of the alterations
that have taken place during the last decade, while the third section
furnishes comparable information for the fifteen towns and cities.
The fourth provides a brief discussion of the distribution by minor
civil division and place of persons in six selected age groups and

highlights significant ten year changes in each. The fifth deals




with pre-school and elderly population and the median age of persons
by census tract. The final section presents a comparison of actual
and projected 1970 population for the Nassau-Suffolk Region and its

constituent counties.

A few of the terms used in this report may require clarification.

Age refers to the number of years completed at the time of an indi-
vidual's last birthday. The term "cohort" as used in demographic
discussions means a class of persons all of whom were born in the

same year or during the same five-year period. The median age of

any group of persons is the number of years of age of the individual--
real or imaginary--whose age falls at the midpoint of an array of

the ages of all of the individuals who constitute the group.

There is an equal number of persons whose age is above and whose

age is below the median.

Age Composition of the Population of the United States, New York
State and The Nassau-Suffolk Region

The Nassau-Suffolk age profile; that is, the distribution of the
population by single year of age, differs somewhat from that re-
ported both for the nation as a whole and for the State of New

York. Chart 1, p. 3, and Appendix Table I, The United States, New

York State, The Region and Constituent Counties, Percent of the

Population by Single Year of Age, 1970 present this information in

graphic and tabular form.

The Bi-County Region has a smaller proportion of its population
than either the nation or the state classified as "under one year"

and "one year old"; a proportion below that of the nation, but
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above that of the state listed as "two years old"; and a greater
proportion than both the United States and‘New York State for each
of the years three through seventeen. At age eighteen, the pat-
tern changes as Nassau-Suffolk's relative share drops below that
of the nation, but remains above that of the state. Commencing
with age nineteen and continuing through age thirty-two the Bi-
County single-year percentages are lower, and from age thirty-
three through fifty=three higher than those reported for the na- ¥
tion and state. The Nassau-Suffolk share in the fifty-four and

fifty-five year categories is above fhat recorded for the United

States, but below that for New York State. In the age groups from

fifty-six through 100 years or more the Region's percentages are

below those of both the nation and New York.

The relative share of the Bi—County population in the 39 year and

in each of the single-year groups or cohorts 41-47 years exceeds

the proportion of the national population in those groups by more

than 20.0%. No single year United States figures for ages 85 and

over are available for comparison with Nassau-Suffolk; however,

based upon figures for the five-year cohorts, for which informa-

tion has been published, the County percentages average more than

25.0% lower than the national percentages for the five-year cohorts .

"85-89", "90-94" and "95-99".

In the United States, New York State, and Nassau—Suffolk, ten-
year olds constituted the largest single-year cohorts in 1970 and
twelve-year olds the second largest. In the nation and the state

nine-year olds made up the third largest group, but in Nassau-




Suffolk the eleven-year olds occupied the third position.

In 1970, in the country as a whole, 45.9% of the population was

under 25 years of age; in the State of New York, 42.9%; and in

Nassau-Suffolk, 46.0%.

Median age of the population was 28.1, 30.3, and 27.4 years in the

United States, New York State and Nassau-Suffolk, respectively.

The Region: 1960 and 1970

A comparison of the age structure of the population in 1960 and

1970 as shown in Appendix II: Nassau and Suffolk Towns and Cities:

Age of the Population 1960 and 1970 furnishes evidence of some of

the changes that have occurred during the past decade. Despite
ten years of extraordinary growth, the 1970 Census reported fewer
pre-school children and fewer adults aged 30-34 and 35-39 years.
The 21,748 person, or 9.4% decrease in the number of children
under five years suggests that an unusually sharp reduction in
births to Nassau and Suffolk residents has more than offset the
size of the pre-school group added to the Region's population as
the result of in-migration. The somewhat smaller absolute but
comparable relative decreases in the size of the 30-34 and 35-39
year groups merely reflect the aging of the "Depression" cohorts
-- those persons born during the 1930's when marriages were often

postponed and the birth rate dropped sharply.

In the case of all three groups discussed above, the absolute
losses recorded in Nassau were high enough to offset the small
gains recorded in Suffolk. Nassau also reported a reduction in

the size of the 5-9 year cohort, but the 21,301 person decrease in




the western county was more than offset by a 61,853 person increase

in the eastern county, thus producing a regional increment of 40,552

persons, or 17.2%.

Census figures indicated gains in all other age categories. Abso-
lute increases ranged from a low of 6,693 persons in the 85 years
and over group to a high of 123,019 persons in the 15-19 year
group. Relative changes ranged from a low of 17.2% (the 5-9 year
olds) to over 100.0% (the 15-19,20-24, and 85 years and over).

By the end of the decade, the Census counted 209,791 more school
age children (5-19 years); 67,035 more 18-20 year olds; and 60,250

more senior citizens in Nassau and Suffolk than in 1960.

A review of Appendix Table III, Nassau and Suffolk Towns and

Cities: Percent of the Population by Age Group 1960 and 1970 re-

veals significant shifts in proportion of the population in several
of the eighteen age groups for which comparable 1960 and 1970 data
is available. There appears to have been a sharp drop in the rel-
ative size of the youngest five year cohort, a modest drop in the
second youngest cohort, a modest increase in the third (10-14 year)
cohort, and a sharp increase in each of the two succeeding (15-19
and 20-24 year) cohorts. Little change occurred in the size of
the share of the Region's population in the 25-29 year class, but
there was a marked reduction in the percentage of Nassau and Suf-
folk residents listed as 30-34 and 35-39 years and a modest re-
duction in the percentage listed as 40-44 years. All but one
among the nine older groups increased its share of the total; the

65-69 year group recorded a very slight decrease.




The Counties - Age of the Population, 1970

Slightly more than five out of every nine Bi-County residents
live in Nassau; the remaining four live in Suffolk. If the popu-
lation in each of the age groups was so distributed as to reflect
the county or community share of the total population, the age
profile for each constituent part of the Nassau-Suffolk Region
would be identical with that of the whole. Appendix Table III
indicates that this is obviously not the case in the Bi-County

area.

On the whole,the Nassau population whose median age was 30.9 years
was older than that of Suffolk whose median age was 26.3 years in
1970. The western county reported a disproportionately high share
of teenagers, and persons 40 years and over while the eastern
county reported a disproportionately high share of young children

and relatively young adults.

Nassau had 13,988 or 14.3% fewer pre-school (under 5 years) children
than Suffolk and 1,126 or 0.8% fewer 5-9 year olds. In contrast,
the more populous and somewhat more urbanized western county had far
greater numbers in the 10-14, 15-19, and 20-24 year classes, ex-
ceeding the comparable Suffolk totals by 32,189 persons or 19.7%,
51,062 persons or 34.8%, and 23,317 persons or 26.2%, respectively. Suf-
folk, in turn, led in the count of residents aged 25-29 and 30-34
years, outnumbering their contemporaries in Nassau by 7,386 or

10.9% and 4,750 or 7.0% respectively. Starting with the 35-39 year
cohort and continuing through the remainder of the age distribu-
tion, the Nassau count was consistently -- and not unexpectedly --

higher than that recorded for Suffolk, although in no instance was



{

\

the difference in th¥~jﬁze of the cohort as great as that noted
in the 15-19 year group. Nassau claimed a disproportionately
large share of the middle aged (40-64 years), especially persons
in the cohorts 45-49 and 50-54 years. These Nassau residents,
many of them the home buyers of the late 1940's and the 1950's
outnumbered their Suffolk counterparts 45-49 and 50-54 years by
51,005 persons or 43.4% and 47,510 persons or 47.5% respectively.
The Nassau senior citizen population also accounted for a larger
than anticipated share of the Bi-County total, but both absolute
and relative differences were of lesser magnitude than in the case
of the above identified cohorts.

The Counties: Changes in the Age Composition of the Population,
1960 - 1970

In Nassau the greatest absolute growth occurred in the 15-19 year
cohort, which recorded a 64,576 person increase. The 20-24 year
cohort was second with a 41,664 person gain and the 50-54 year co-
hort, third with a 31,635 person gain. As indicated on Chart 2,
page 9,the greatest relative growth, 114.5 percent took place in
the oldest group, which more than doubled in size. The 80-84 year
group was second with a 94.9 percent gain; the 20-24 year and the
15-19 year cohorts were third and fourth, with 87.7 percent and

78.6 percent respectively.

In Suffolk the greatest absolute growth occurred in the 10-14 year
cohort which recorded a 70,516 person increase. The 5-9 year co-
hort was second with a 61,853 person gain and the 15-19 year co-
hort was third with a 58,443 person gain. As shown on Chart 3,
page 10, the greatest relative growth, 157.1 percent took place in

the 15-19 year group, which by 1970 comprised more than one and one
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half as many individuals as it had at the beginning of the decade.
Two other groups more than doubled in size, the 20-24 year olds
and the 10-14 year olds which recorded gains of 134.1 percent and

116.9 percent respectively.

Although changes in the proportion of the population in each of
the eighteen age groups listed in Appendix Table III are evident
in both counties the magnitude of the shifts appears to have been
far greater in Nassau than in Suffolk. For example, the percent-
age of all residents in the pre-school group dropped by more than
3/8 in Nassau, but by not quite 1/4 in Suffolk. Similarly, the
relative size of the 15-19 year cohort increased by about 5/8 in
Nassau but by only a little over 1/2 in Suffolk; that of the 20-
24 year class, by almost 4/5 in Nassau, but by just over 2/5 in
Suffolk. The percentage of all persons in the 30-34 year group
dropped by more than 3/8 in Nassau but by about 1/5 in Suffolk;
that in the 85 year and over category nearly doubled in Nassau

but rose by little more than 1/16 in Suffolk.

It seems probable that the more pronounced alterations in the age
profile of the western county can be attributed for the most part
to the normal aging of a suburban population that in recent years
has been little affected by in-migration. To the extent that in-
migration has occurred in Nassau County, it appears to have been
more selective by age than in Suffolk and has tended to conform to
and to reinforce rather than to modify the existing age structure

as in Suffolk.
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The Region and the Counties: Variations in Age Structure Attri-
butable to Sex or Race, 1970

In most areas the Census recorded notable variations in the age
structure of the male and female and the white and Negro components

of the population. The Nassau-Suffolk Region is no exception.

The variation in median age indicated in Table 2 below suggests
that the female is consistently older than the male components

of the population. Data for the male-female ratio by single year
of age in the Region and the two counties is presented in Appendix
Table IV, page 90.

Table 2 MEDIAN AGE BY SEX, THE UNITED STATES, THE
BI-COUNTY REGION, AND THE COUNTIES:

Median Age Difference
Area Male Female (In Years)
United States 26.8 29.3 2.5
Bi-County Region 26.2 28.6 2.4
Nassau County 28.0 31.4 3.4
Suffolk County 24.4 26.1 1.7

Source: U. S. Census of Population, 1970

The Bi-County male-female ratio; that is, the number of males per
each 100 females, generally conforms to the national pattern.
Both in the country as a whole and in the Region, males outnum-
bered females at all ages from under one year through eighteen.
In the United States females outnumbered males at all ages from
19 to 99 but in the Bi-County area the females outnumbered males
in only 71 out of 80 single year cohorts. The census reported a
preponderance of males in each of the groups aged 49,51,52,54

through 58 and 60 years. The admittedly overstated and therefore

12




questionable totals for the 100 year and over class show a re-
versal of the general pattern with more males than females in

both the nation and the Region.

The separate Nassau and Suffolk patterns of male-female ratios
differ somewhat from that recorded for the Bi-County area and from
one another. In both Nassau and Suffolk the number of males ex-
ceeded the number of females in more single year cohorts than in
the Region as a whole. Nassau recorded more males than females in
31 cohorts; Suffolk, in 37 cohorts; and the Region, in 28 cohorts.
Appendix Table IV indicates that although both counties reported
more males than females in the youngest age groups -- the ratio
exceeded 1.001 for all years 0-17 in Nassau and 0-18 in Suffolk --
the western county recorded a preponderance of males in twelve out
of the fourteen single year classes commencing with age 49 and
ending with age 62, while the eastern county recorded a similar
prepondrance in all seventeen of the single year classes commenc-

ing with age 38 and ending with age 54.

Differences between the age structure of the white and Negro por-
tions of the Nassau-Suffolk population are even more striking.
Chart 4, page 14, which presents a graphic comparison of the age
profiles of the two races, reveals an extremely young configuration

for the Negroes and a somewhat older one for the whites.

The curve for the white component of the population peaks at the
11.5 percent level between years ten and fourteen, drops sharply to
a point between years 20 and 24, and then descends gradually to

a point between years 30 and 34. The curve rises again to a second,

13
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but lower peak, at a point between years 40 and 44 and then de-
scends gradually to the 0.5 percent level at the older end of the

age distribution.

At the same time the curve for the Negro component of the popu-
lation peaks at the 13.3 percent level at a point between years
five through nine, drops sharply to a point between years 20 and
24, ascends slightly and then descends steadily from a point be-
tween years 25 and 29 to the 0.3 percent level at the older end

of the age distribution.

Table 3, below, offers additional evidence of the older age struc-

ture of the white population both in the nation and the Region.

Table 3 MEDIAN AGE BY RACE, THE UNITED STATES, THE
BI-COUNTY REGION, AND THE COUNTIES

Median Age Difference
Area White Negro (in Years)
United States 28.9 22.4 6.5
Bi-County Region 28.9 23.4 5.5
Nassau County 31.4 24.1 7.3
Suffolk County 26.5 22.5 4.0

Source: U.S. Census of Population, 1970

Figures for the proportion of the population under 25 years pro-
vide further indication of the younger age structure of the Negro
group. In the Region, only 45.8 percent cf the whites but 52.1
percent of the Negroes were under 25 years in 1970; in Nassau 44.1
percent of the whites and 51.3 percent of the Negroes, and in Suf-
folk 48.0 percent of the whites and 53.0 percent of the Negroes

were under 25 years at the last census date.

15



The extent of the disparity between the age profiles of whites

and Negroes, while considerable in both counties is far greater

in Nassau than in Suffolk. Table 4 page 16, indicate the greater
range in the size of the white and Negro shares of their re-
spective population in almost all age groups in the western county.
The greater similarity in the age of the white and Negro popula-
tions in Suffolk is due, in large measure, to the presence of a

relatively young white population in the eastern county.

Appendix Table V, Nassau and Suffolk Towns and Cities: Age of the

White Population, 1970 and Appendix Table VI, Nassau and Suffolk

Towns and Cities: Age of the Negro Population, 1970, pp.92 & 96

which give the number of persons and share of the population in
each of the eighteen age groups, permit a similar analysis of racially

related differences in age composition in the major municipalities.

The Towns and Cities - Age of The Population, 1970

In general, the absolute size and relative rank of each of the
eighteen age groups in the major municipalities reflect the size
of the municipality's share of the entire Nassau-Suffolk population.

(see Table 5, pp. 17 and 18.)

Thus the Town of Hempstead, whose residents constituted the largest
portion of the 1970 population both in Nassau and the Region, ranked
first among all fifteen towns and cities in the number of persons

recorded in each of the eighteen separate age groups for which data

is presented in Appendix Table III.

The Town of Oyster Bay whose residents constituted the second

16




Table 4

NASSAU, SUFFOLK, AND THE REGION
PERCENT OF THE POPULATION BY AGE,
WHITE AND NEGRO, 1970

Nassau Suffolk Bi-County

Age White Negro White Negro White Negro
Under 5 6.64 11.28 9.91 11.06 8.08 11.18

5- 9 9.47 12.86 12.25 13.77 10.69 13.27
10-14 11.43 11.18 11.60 12.58 11.51 11.81
15-19 10.35 8.68 8.45 9.63 9.52 9.11
20-24 6.19 7.34 5.83 6.00 6.03 6.74
25-29 4.59 7.55 6.66 6.61 5.50 7.13
30-34 4.66 7.02 6.48 6.49 5.46 6.78
35-39 5.83 7.00 6.73 6.48 6.23 6.77
40-44 7.85 6.58 6.79 5.79 7.39 6.22
45-49 8.36 5.65 5.93 5.53 7.29 5.60
50-54 7.12 4.71 4.69 4.34 6.05 4,55
55-59 5.46 3.65 3.73 3.38 4,70 3.53
60-64 3.99 2.55 3.20 2.94 3.64 2.72
65-69 2.78 1.80 2.72 2,27 2.75 2.01
70-74 2,23 1.09 2.19 1.43 2.21 1.24
75-79 1.56 0.52 1.48 0.91 1.52 0.69
80-84 0.94 0.30 0.84 0.44 0.89 0.37
85 & over 0.55 0.24 0.52 0.36 0.53 0.30

Source: U.S. Census of Population
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Table 5
NASSAU & SUFFOLK TOWNS AND CITIES:

SHARE OF POPULATION, SELECTED AGE GROUPS, 1970

Town or City All Ages 0-4 5-9 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44
Glen Cove 1.01 0.93 0.90 0.90 0.96 1.11 1.03 0.98 0.93 0.96
Hempstead 31.36 26.97 27.92 30.51 33.49 33.04 27.63 27.51 29.16 32.10
Long Beach 1.30 1.06 0.85 0.80 0.94 1.60 1.40 1.01 0.89 0.97
North Hempstead 9.19 6.71 7.26 8.29 9.50 10.03 7.71 7.51 8.03 9.16
Oyster Bay 13.04 11.00 12.87 14.98 15.64 11.74 9.64 11.31 13.63 16.28
Nassau County 55.90 46.67 49.80 55.48 60.53 57.52 47.41 48.32 52.64 59.47
Babylon 7.96 9.27 8.79 8.30 7.77 8.51 9.00 8.51 8.14 7.73
Brookhaven 9.60 13.49 11.30 8.86 8.30 10.89 14.25 12,29 9.37 7.24
East Hampton 0.43 0.33 0.34 0.36 0.34 0.39 0.36 0.40 0.37 0.37
Huntington 7.83 8.43 8.85 8.74 7.71 6.16 7.75 8.86 9.17 8.60
Islip 10.91 13.70 12.84 11.03 9.27 10.54 13.60 13.09 11.94 9.90
Riverhead 0.74 0.76 0.65 0.66 0.66 0.79 0.74 0.67 0.64 0.58
Shelter Island 0.06 0.04 0.04 0.03 0.04 0.05 0.05 0.04 0.05 0.03
Smithtown 4.49 5.63 5.73 4.85 3.52 3.05 4.97 6.18 6.04 4.47
Southampton 1.41 1.17 1.16 1.16 1.31 1.59 1.33 1.17 1.16 1.09
Southold 0.66 0.51 0.50 0.53 0.55 0.51 0.54 0.47 0.48 0.52
Suffolk County 44,10 53.33 50.20 44.52 39.47 42,48 52.59 51.68 47.36 40.53

Bi-County Region 100.00(a) 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

(a) Total may not equal 100.00 because of rounding
Source: U.S. Census of Population, 1970




Table 5

NASSAU & SUFFOLK TOWNS AND CITIES:

SHARE OF POPULATION, SELECTED AGE GROUPS, 1970

Town or City 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75-79 80-84 85 & over
Glen Cove 1.04 1.13 1.14 1.14 1.09 1.14 1.30 1.58 1.60
Hempstead 34.94 36.51 37.12 35.31 32.57 32.33 32.36 31.37 32.67
Long Beach 0.99 1.19 1.75 2.30 2.94 3.52 3.66 4.69 4.04
North Hempstead 10.63 12.44 13.26 12.75 10.74 10.07 10.03 10.52 9.44
Oyster Bay 16.26 14.30 11.46 9.45 8.97 9.15 9.59 10.15 9.31
Nassau County 63.86 65.57 64.73 60.95 56.31 56.23 56.94 58.31 57.06
Babylon 7.12 6.77 6.56 6.61 6.91 7.03 6.93 6.85 7.40
Brookhaven 6.50 6.41 6.83 8.10 9.67 9.34 8.78 7.43 7.80
East Hampton 0.40 0.45 0.60 0.79 0.93 0.86 0.75 0.69 0.65
Huntington 7.67 6.86 6.30 6.08 6.02 6.32 6.66 6.95 6.34
Islip 8.55 8.18 8.37 9.24 10.40 10.68 10.43 10.68 11.20
Riverhead 0.60 0.74 0.84 1.13 1.29 1.15 1.10 1.07 1.10
Shelter Island 0.05 0.07 0.11 0.19 0.20 0.20 0.19 0.20 0.23
Smithtown 3.54 2.94 2.95 3.12 3.67 3.83 3.95 4.14 4.21
Southampton 1.14 1.33 1.76 2.44 3.05 2.86 2.69 2.34 2.49
Southold 0.57 0.68 0.95 1.35 1.55 1.50 1.58 1.34 1.52
Suffolk County 36.14 34.43 35.27 39.05 43.69 43.77 43.06 41.69 42.94
Bi-County Region 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00 100.00

Source: U.S. Census of Population,

1970
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largest portion of the Bi-County population ranked second in eight of
the eighteen classes; those 5-9,10-14,15-19,20-24,35-39,40-44,45-49

and 50-54 years; third in two classes: those 55-59 and 60-64 years.

The Town of Islip with the third highest number of inhabitants in the
Region ranked second in number of persons aged 0-4,30-34,70-74,75-79,
80-84 and 85 years and over; third in number of persons age 5-9,10-14,

25-29,35-39,40-44 and 65-69 years.

The Town of Brookhaven, fourth in the Region in total number of per-
sons, ranked second in number of residents aged 25-29 years and

third in number of residents aged 0-4,20-24 and 30-34 years.

The Town of North Hempstead, fifth in total population in the Nas-
sau-Suffolk area, ranked second in the count of inhabitants in the
classes 55-59,60-64 and 65-69 years; third, in the classes 15-19,

45-49,50-54,70-74,75-79,80-84 and 85 years and over.

Table 6, page 20, indicates that when the town or city share of

all persons in a given cohort is ranked according to size from lar-
gest to smallest, the relative positon of 116 out of a possible 270
separate groups (61.5%) is identical with the relative position ob-
tained from a ranking based upon the total number of persons of all
ages in each of the fifteen jurisdictions. The relative position
is similar; that is, no more than one place removed from the muni-
cipal rank for all persons in the case of an additional 63 groups
(23.3%). 1In only 41 instances does the town or city share of a
single age class appear significantly different from the prevailing
pattern. Sixteen of the larger or smaller than expected groups are
to be found in the Town of North Hempstead, eight in the Town of
Oyster Bay, seven in the Town of Huntington, and the remaining ten

in the Cities of Glen Cove and Long Beach and the Towns of Babylon,

Brookhaven, anda Southnold.
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TABLE 6, NASSAU AND SUFFOLK TOWNS AND CITIES: RANKINGS BASED UPON MUNICIPAL SHARE OF BI-COUNTY
POPULATION: ALL PERSONS AND SELECTED AGE GROUPS

All
Town or City Persons 0-4 5-9 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39 40-44
Glen Cove 11 11 10 10 10 11 11 11 10 11
Hempstead 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Long Beach 10 10 11 11 11 9 9 10 11 10
N. Hempstead 5 7 7 7 3 5 7 7 7 4
Oyster Bay 2 4 2 2 2 2 4 4 2 2
Babylon 6 5 6 6 6 6 5 6 6 6
Brookhaven 4 2 4 4 5 3 2 3 4 7
E. Hampton 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14
Huntington 7 6 5 5 7 7 6 5 5 5
Islip 3 2 3 3 4 4 3 2 3 3
Riverhead 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12 12
Shelter Island 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15
Smithtown 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 8
Southampton 9 9 9 9 9 10 10 9 9 9
Southold 13 13 13 13 13 13 13 13 13 13
Town or City 45-49 50-54 55-59 60-64 65-69 70-74 75-79 80-84 85 & over
Glen Cove 10 11 11 12 13 12 12 11 11
Hempstead 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Long Beach 11 10 10 10 10 9 9 8 9
N. Hempstead 3 3 2 2 2 3 3 3 3
Oyster Bay 2 2 3 3 5 5 4 4 4
Babylon 6 6 6 6 6 6 6 7 6
Brookhaven 7 7 5 5 4 4 5 5 5
E. Hampton 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14 14
Huntington 5 5 7 7 7 7 7 6 7
Islip 4 4 4 2 3 2 2 2 2
Riverhead 12 12 13 12 12 12 13 13 13
Shelter Island 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15 15
Smithtown 8 8 8 8 8 8 8 9 8
Southampton 9 9 9 9 9 10 10 10 10
Southold 13 13 12 11 11 11 11 12 12

Source: U.S. Census of Population 1960 and 1970
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Comparison of the median age of residents in each of the major
.municipalities offers some indication of the variations in the
age structure of their respective populations. Median age ranges
from a low of 23.80 years in the Town of Brookhaven to a high of
48.32 years in the Town of Shelter Island. Table 7, shows both
median age and percent of the population under 25 years and rel-

ative rankings for towns and cities.

TABLE 7, NASSAU AND SUFFOLK TOWNS AND CITIES: MEDIAN AGE AND PER-

CENT OF THE POPULATION UNDER 25 YEARS, 1970

Age Ranking

Median (in ascend?+ Percent of Pop. Under
Town or City Years ing order) Percent Ranking 25 Years
Glen Cove 30.03 8 43.14 9
Hempstead 29.70 7 44 .40 7
Long Beach 39.06 13 35.27 14
N. Hempstead 33.46 11 41.32 10
Oyster Bay 26.87 6 47.66 6
Babylon 24.66 2 49.20 2
Brookhaven 23.80 1 50.26 1
E. Hampton 36.82 12 37.38 12
Huntington 26.18 5 47.89 5
Islip 25,05 3 48.67 3
Riverhead 30.28 9 43,15 8
Shelter Is. 48.32 15 27.67 15
Smithtown 25.60 4 48.37 4
Southampton 33.43 10 40.67 11
Southold 39.12 14 36.63 13

Source: U.S. Census of Population, 1970

On the basis of median age Oyster Bay was the youngest municipality

in Nassau, but only the sixth youngest in the Region.

It is hardly surprising that the Census reported the lowest town-
wide median age in both Suffolk and the Region in the Town of
Brookhaven, the most rapidly developing municipality and the one

with a campus of the State University that has large numbers of

22

a
<




students in residence. It is interesting to note that in four out
of the fifteen municipalities the median age was over 35 years and
that the City of Long Beach, generally considered the haven of the
elderly, reported a younger population than did either Southold or

Shelter Island.

In 1970 slightly more than half of the residents of Brookhaven and
nearly half of the residents of Babylon reported their age as under
twenty-five years. A somewhat smaller proportion -- between 40.1%
and 48.7% -- listed themselves as under twenty-five years in nine
municipalities. 1In the City of Long Beach and the towns of East
Hampton, Shelter Island, and Southold, less than 37.4% of the in-
habitants stated their age as under twenty-five years. The ranking,
from largest to smallest proportion of the population under twenty-
five generally follows the same pattern as that shown for median
age. The few minor variations in position appear to be of little
significance since they are based upon differences of no more than
one or two percentage points.

Towns and Cities: Changes in the Number of Persons, 1960 - 1970
Selected Age Groups

Tabulations for six age groups for which such data is most fre-
quently requested -- the under 5 years, 5-17, 18-20, 21-59, 60-64
and 65 and over -- are presented in Appendix Table VIII, p. 106.
These tabulations indicate that the Census counted fewer pre-
school children in 1970 than in 1960 in nine out of the fifteen
major municipalities. Only in the City of Long Beach in Nassau
and in the towns of Brookhaven,Huntington, Islip, Shelter Island,

and Smithtown in Suffolk were there greater numbers in the youngest
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age at the end of the decade. The increase in Long Beach involved
a gain of only 80 persons; that in Huntington, 693 persons; and
that in Shelter Island, 8 persons. The major increases and those
with the greatest potential impact occurred in Brookhaven where a
ten year gain of 13,858 nearly doubled the number of pre-schoolers,
in Islip where the addition of 6,314 children raised the under five
count by 28.1%, and in Smithtown where a 5,114 person increment

resulted in a 76.1% increase in the size of the youngest cohort.

With the exception of Shelter Island, all towns and cities reported
gains in the number of inhabitants aged five through seventeen years.
Table 8, indicates extraordinary increases in the school age popu-
lation of the five western towns in Suffolk and somewhat smaller

but sizeable increases in that population in the towns of Hempstead
and Oyster Bay in Nassau.

Table 8,

RANKING OF NASSAU AND SUFFOLK TOWNS AND CITIES ACCORDING TO THE
ABSOLUTE GROWTH OF THE SCHOOL AGE POPULATION, 1960 - 1970

Change in No. of

Ranking Town or City Persons 5-17 years
1 Islip 42,673
2 Brookhaven 42,101
3 Huntington 30,830
4 Smithtown 25,547
5 Babylon 23,572
6 Oyster Bay 19,687
7 Hempstead 17,187
8 Southampton 2,553
9 N. Hempstead 1,278

10 Riverhead 1,224
11 Glen Cove 959
12 Southold 785
13 Long Beach 764
14 East Hampton 650

Source: U. S. Census of Population, 1960 & 1970
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The list of additions to the elementary and secondary school pop-
ulation provides a somewhat different picture when considered in
terms of relative rather than absolute growth. Table 9, lists the
major municipalities according to the magnitude of the relative
change in the size of their 5-17 year populations.

TABLE 9

RANKING OF NASSAU AND SUFFOLK TOWNS AND CITIES ACCORDING TO THE
RELATIVE GROWTH OF THE SCHOOL AGE POPULATION, 1960 - 1970

Ranking Town or City Percegzolgcrease
1 Smithtown .
2 Brookhaven 154.3
3 Islip 105.1
4 Huntington 93.7
5 Babylon 62.5
6 Southampton 43.2
7 Riverhead 34.1
8 East Hampton 34.0
9 Southold 25.8

10 Oyster Bay 23.0
11 Glen Cove 17.0
12 Long Beach 14.1
13 Hempstead 8.5
14 North Hempstead 2.2

Source: U. S. Census of Population, 1960 & 1970

All major municipalities, including Shelter Island reported gains
in the number of inhabitants aged 18-20 years. This group, which
is currently the object of increasing attention on the part of edu-
cators, youth workers, politicians, and businessmen, listed abso-
lute gains in the amount of 37,654 persons in Nassau; 29,381 per-
sons in Suffolk. Four towns -- Hempstead with an additional 20,615
persons, Oyster Bay with 11,272, Brookhaven with 8,756, and Islip
with 6,286 -- accounted for more than 7/10 of all Bi-County growth

in the 18-20 year class.

It is likely that a significant portion of the gains which resulted

in a four-fold increase in the number of 18-20 year olds can be
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attributed to the presence of the State University campus. In

nine of the thirteen towns, the group more than doubled in size
between 1960 and 1970; in one it doubled. 1In the remaining three
towns and the two cities relative increases ranged from 56.5% to

8l.2%.

The largest age group with respect to the span of years covered,

the 21-59 year olds, added more persons than any of the other five i
groups in eleven of the Region's towns and cities. The cities

of Glen Cove and Long Beach and the towns of Shelter Island and

Southold provided the exceptions to the rule. Table 10 shows the

relative position of the major municipalities based upon the mag-

nitude of the absolute changes recorded for the period 1960-1970.

TABLE 10

RANKING OF NASSAU AND SUFFOLK TOWNS AND CITIES ACCORDING TO THE
NUMBER OF PERSONS ADDED TO THE 21-59 YEAR AGE GROUP

Change in No. of

Ranking Town or City Persons 21-59 Years

1 Brookhaven 58,745

2 Islip 44,453

3 Huntington 32,159

4 Smithtown 26,995

5 Babylon 26,406

6 Hempstead 23,278

7 Oyster Bay 21,107

8 North Hempstead 5,977

9 Southampton 2,813 -
10 Riverhead 1,460

11 Long Beach 932

12 Southold 880 .
13 East Hampton 770

14 Glen Cove 700
15 Shelter Island 85

Source: U.S. Census of Population, 1960 & 1970

Analysis of the figures in the right hand column of Table 10 re-

veals that the three top ranked towns -- all in Suffolk -- accounted
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for well over half of the Regional increment reported for the age
group. Together with the fourth and fifth ranked towns, also in
Suffolk, they accounted for more than three-fourths of the total

growth in the 21-59 year class.

Relative gains are less impressive because of the effect of an ex-
tremely large base (1960) population. Percent increases ranged
from a low of 5.3% in North Hempstead to a high of 116.1% in Brook-
haven. 1Islip, with the second largest absolute increase, recorded
a relative change of 53.9%, while Huntington and Smithtown with the
third and fourth largest absolute gains recorded percent changes of

52.2% and 107.2%, respectively.

The relatively small 60-64 year class increased in numbers in each
of the fifteen towns and cities. Gains ranged from a high of 6,613
persons in the Town of Hempstead to a low of 88 persons in the Town
of Shelter Island. Table 11 shows the relative position of the ma-
jor municipalities based upon the magnitude of the absolute changes

recorded for the period 1960 - 1970.

TABLE 11
RANKING OF NASSAU AND SUFFOLK TOWNS AND CITIES ACCORDING TO THE NUM-
BER OF PERSONS ADDED TO THE POPULATION AGED 60-64 YEARS, 1960 & 1970

Change in the Change in the

Rank- No.of Persons Rank- No.of Persons
ing Town or City 60-64 Years ing Town or City 60-64 Years

1 Hempstead 6,613 9 Smithtown 720

2 North Hempstead 3,536 10 Long Beach 611

3 Brookhaven 2,919 11 Riverhead 545

4 Oyster Bay 2,243 12 Southold 539

5 Babylon 1,704 13 East Hampton 274

6 Huntington 1,635 V 14 Glen Cove 200

7 Islip 1,430 15 Shelter Island 88

8 Southampton 927

Source: U. S. Census of Popuation, 1960 & 1970
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Brookhaven and the five eastern Suffolk towns recorded the greatest

relative growth -- in excess of 60.0% in all cases and in excess of
100.0% in Riverhead and Shelter Island. 1In the Nassau towns and
cities and in the four western Suffolk towns (Babylon, Huntington,

Islip, and Smithtown) relative gains ranged from 20.3% to 43.4%.

In 1970 the Census reported a 60,250 person increase in the number
of Nassau and Suffolk inhabitants aged sixty-five years or older -- N
approximately seven senior citizens for every five who were counted

in the Region in 1960. ?

Table 12 indicates that four out of fifteen major municipalities
added more than 5,000 elderly residents during the ten-year period
and one, the Town of Hempstead, added more than three times that
number. The Town of Hempstead together with the towns of Brookhaven,

Oyster Bay, and North Hempstead accounted for 54.1% of the growth

in the 65 years and over group.
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