After this lecture, students will be able to:

Identify the distinguishing characteristics of the subset of
journalism known as “opinion journalism”

Cite examples that illustrate the value of opinion journalism

Understand differences between historical and modern uses of
opinion journalism.

Distinguish between opinion journalism and “mere bloviation”
Identify causes behind the massive increase in bloviation
Examine evidence and analyze arguments presented in

opinion journalism compared to bloviation
These skills relate to course outcomes 5, 4 & 2

Actionable information?
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Moynihan’s Maxim:
“Everyone is entitled to the
own opinions, but they are
not entitled to their own
facts.”
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Actionable Information?
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The Ignorance Caucus
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Last week Eric Cantor, the Hease majority leader. gave what his
affice told us wuuld be a major policy speech. And we should be

geatofud for the baade up shout the rpesch’s mujornes. Otherwioe, &
read of the specch might have suggested that he was offering nothing
more than a meager, warmed-over seiection of stale ideas
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Surgeon General's Waming:

A News Report will often include the
opinions of experts, participants or
witnesses.

That is not what is meant by
Failure to cling to this distinction
may be harmful or fatal to your grade.
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Four Questions:

How do you tell the difference between
News Reporting and Opinion Journalism?

Why should you care which is which?
What is the value of Opinion Journalism?
How do you tell the difference between

Opinion Journalism and mere “bloviation”
or counterfeit opinion?

Opinion...A License to “Kill?”
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What is Opinion Doing in the
Journalism Neighborhood?

Code of Ethics: (excerpts)
v Distinguish between advocacy and news reporting.
007 . WMV v/ Analysis and commentary should be labeled and not
misrepresent fact or context.
4 Deny favored treatment to advertisers and special interests
ressure to influence nev ge.
v'Remain free of associations and activities that may

compromise integrity or damage credibility.

What About V.I.A.?

A Brief History of Opinion Journalism

Verification:

“Analysis and commentary should be labeled and not 1n1'sreresent Zu‘t or context.”
Independence:

“Deny favored treatment to adve and special inte; .(and) remain fr

as: tions and activities that may compromise integrity or Jumugc credib.
Accountability

is and (‘Ollllllt"l'll{ll"\" Sllould be labeled and not misrepresenl fact or

context.” ._b

Alexander Hamilton Starts the New York Post
and Attacks Thomas Jefferson
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The Rise of the Non-Partisan Press The Opinion Quarantine
Mass-Market Publishing - Editorials

Newspapers profited by attracting a
wide variety of readers and advertisers

A Virtual “Wall” Protects
Credibility of Neutral Reporting The Opinion Quarantine

ok
In print, online, a paper like the New or
York Times physically separates news
on writing, AND
ers are also segregated in the

building.

News Opinion
Reporting Journalism




An Opinion Quarantine on TV?
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An Opinion Niche
Is Partisan Cable TV Inheriting
the Role of
Hamilton-era Newsletters?
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What Happens When Lines Blur?
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Is Opinion Important in the News?
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CNN doesn’t take sides in its political coverage and is
suffering because of it
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Fox recedes, MSNBC surges with DNC coverage

News Report or Opinion Journalism ?
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Question # 1.

How do we tell the difference between
News Reporting and Opinion Journalism?
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News Report or Opinion Journalism ?
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Definition of News Definition of Opinion

Main Entry: news &)
Pronunciation: \'niiz. 'nyiiz\
Function: noun plural but singular in construction Etymology Maddie English, from Anglo-French from Latin apinion-, apnio, fom
Usage: often attributive opinart
Date 14th cermey
Date: 15th century

News is information about a subject of some Opinion is a view, a judgment, or an
public interest that is shared and subject to the appraisal formed in the mind
journalistic process of verification by an bout rticul t
independent organization that is accountable. anoul g particuiar matier.
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How You Can Tell If It’s
AL Language Clues
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Opinion Journalism Landmarks:

Opinion Journalism Land -
First-person (“I”) -

Exaggeration or Superlatives

“Look. We are not the mouthpiece for the Democratic Party of the United States. But
that party is so crackhead-incompetent at selling its own program, we thought it was
t that someone point out to the public one of the party’s accomplishments.
i ir=t iz that many Muslir
going on The fir ms
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jev of how the United States :
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Opinion Journalism Landmarks
Exaggeration, lrony

Bachmann,
campaigning for President, said:
"Well, I will tell you that I had a
mother last night come up to me here
in Tampa, Florida, after the debate. She
told me that her little daughter took
that vaccine, that injection, and she
suffered from mental retardation
thereafter. .. This is a very real concern
and people have to draw their own

"
conclusions.

The Editorial:

Bachmann's vaccine demagoguery is
another matter. After the debate the
Minnesotan has been making the talk
show rounds implying that HPV vaccines
cause ‘mental retardation’ on the basis of
no evidence. This is the kind of know-
nothingism that undermines public
support for vaccination altogether and
leads to such public health milestones as
California reporting in 2010 the highest
number of whooping cough cases in 55

_years.

The Importance of Labeling
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The Forms of News and Opinion

Opinion Journalism Landmarks:

-Tone (sarcasm, irony, parody)
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The News to Opinion Spectrum:; Print
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Editorial Cartoonists and Caricature

Cartoonists use exaggerated Language AND Art

Labeling on TV
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How Do You Know if It's Opinion?
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Editorial Cartoonists and Caricature
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Cartoonists use exaggerated Language AND Art

The Importance of Labeling
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The News to Opinion Spectrum on TV News to Opinion on TV

TVspectrum.me
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The News to Opinion Spectrum Online The News to Opinion Spectrum Online
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The News to Opinion Spectrum Online
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The News to Opinion Spectrum Online
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The News to Opinion Spectrum Online
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Question #2: Why should you care
which is which?

The goal of news reporting is to give you the
information you need for your Fourth Estate role.

The goal of epinion journalismiis to help you make
up your. mind about that information.

via Nasr fived by CNN over tweet
te ayatollah
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The Virtual “Wall” In Practice
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The Separation of ‘Church’ and ‘State’

Newsday Looks at the Shoreham
Nuclear Power Plant in Two Ways

Opinion Journalism is Valuable When:

*You are well-informed
*You are open-minded
*You are active, not passive
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Question #3:

What is the value of Opinion Journalism?

*Glves you new Insights

*Challenges your assumptions
*Helps you make a declslon or
Judgment

*Provides a public forum of ideas for
the public to consider.

Question #4:
How Do You Spot
Counterfeit Opinion Journalism?
(Evidence vs. Emotion)
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Some Journalists Consider
Cable TV Bloviation
Unethical

Code of Ethics: (excerpts)
\/Distinguish between advocacy and news reporting.
is and commentary should be labeled and not misrepresent
ntext.
rored treatment to advertisers and special interests and
resist their pressure to influence n
v'Remain free of associations and act ) promise

integrity or damage credibility.
gt g )

Geraldo1l.wmv

Opinion Journalism or Counterfeit?

Logical Eallacies Misconceptions

Thi 3 st

Cognitive Biases Red Herrings

Ad
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Opinion Journalism or Counterfeit?

UncleRush. wmv

Cable TV Isn’t The Only Culprit

S y of Professional Journalists

Code of Ethics: (excery
inguish between advocacy and news reporting.
nd commentary should be labeled and not misrepresent

context.

v'Deny favored treatment to advertisers and special interests and

resist their pressure to influence nev ge.
v'Remain free of a 5 that may compromise

integrity or damage credibility.
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Opinion Journalism or Counterfeit?

Fact-based vs. Emotion-based
Logic vs. Belief
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The Opinion Pages
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Joumalism, Opinion Joumalism or
Counterfeit Opinion Journalism
Which s It?

Santellinormal.wmy.

News vs. Opinion: A Summary

To tell the difference between news and opinion,
analyze language & labeling

Start with news: Know the news before you
seek opinions about the news

Moynihan’s maxim: “You're entitled to your own
opinion, but you're not entitled to your own facts.”

Alternate views can sharpen your thinking
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Joumalism, Opinion Joumalism or
Counterfeit Opinion Journalism
Which s It?

Santellinuts.wmyv.

After this lecture, students will be able to:

Identify and distinguish between journalism and its subset:
opinion journalism and their illegitimate child: bloviation.

Use specific events and examples to illustrate the value of
opinion journalism.

Use historical context to analyze the role of modern opinion
journalism and the explosion of bloviation.

Evaluate the reliability — or value - of opinion journalism and
bloviation by examining the evidence offered and the logic
underlying arguments being made.

These skills relate to course outcomes 5, 4 & 2

18



3/1/2013

Editorial Cartoonists and Caricature

Ehe New jork Times

The Opinion Pages
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Cartoonists use exaggerated Language AND Art
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