After this lecture, students will be able to:

Distinguish Balance from Falmess and news media blas from
audience blas.

Explain why unexamined public acceptance of charges of news
media blas might be unhealthy In a democracy.

Use specific events and examples to lllustrate news media
blas and audience blas.

Explain the difference between news judgment (a professional
mindset characterized by attention to drivers, mission and
market In selecting storles) and news media blas (unethical
pursult of political or soclal goals)

These skills relate to course outcomes 3 & 4

When Voters Are Misinformed

Since January 2009 have your Federal iIncome
taxes:
VOT'W‘ A) Gone Down
B) Stayed the Same
C) Gone up
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Checking Your Lenses

Bias, Balance, Fairness & You

Voters on Climate Change

Do you think that MOST SCIENTISTS believe that:

A) Climate change Is occurring
B) Views are evenly divided
C) Climate change Is not occurring



Misinformation and the 2010 Election
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Coghnitive
Dissonance

Audience Bias

Media Bias, Audience Bias or Cognitive Dissonance?
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Misinformation and the Election

“Do most scientists think that
climate change is not occurring?”

(percent who agree with this statement)

People who rarely watch Fox News...
Watch Fox once a week...

Watch Fox almost every day...

Three Questions Today:
A | Y 4
WA % B
*How do we know if a news report is fair?
*How do we know if a news outlet is biased?

What’s the difference between news media
bias and audience bias?
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Extra Credit Event #2

Sandra Peddie
Pulitzer Prize Winning Investigative Reporter

Online video available
for students who could not attend
Watch Blackboard for the link

News Matters!

Shattered Glass Viewings:
Available on Blackboard, on Nefflix, and online.

Which Matters Made
News on Your Homepage
TODAY?

And -"

Shatiered x_}'. a:5s
What Course Concepts g
Were on DisplayThis Week?

\

y ﬁ@gl

-



News Media Bias
An Optical Problem?
Or
A Real Problem?
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What's Students See &%
“Most news outlets exhibit bias”

Spring 2013 Students

2.00% m Strongly Agree

~Source:
'S2013 Reality Check Survey
999 respondents
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What the Public Sees ¥

*74% say news organizations tend to favor one side in
dealing with political and social issues

*50% believe the media has a liberal slant

*22% believe the media has a conservative slant

& The Prm Nawsar Coviar for the Peeple & 3¢ Prass

=2009suvey
PressAccuracy Rating His Two DecadeLow

g5 Different Lenses ‘.5

Same Reality

Who do you trust?

Fox News

All others*
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Knows it When He Sees It llKnows it When She Sees It

"Hosts on Fox raise money
on the air for Republican
candidates, they endorse
them explicitly, they use their
Fox News profile to headline
fundraisers ... They can do

. that because there's no rule
L against that at Fox. They run
“Now, it is common knowledge that the as a political operation, we're
mainstream media from the major television not.”
networks to the country’s most influential - Rachel Maddow, MSNBC

newspapers are biased against the GOP.”
- Sean Hannity, FOX News

What Does Evidence Show?

& mommmmnn o - What'’s the Difference Between
e , Fairness and Balance?
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In This News Story
What is Missing?

“It all started with a cup of sugar and a sneeze.”
-Alexander T. Wolf




Key Definitions

Mais Entry 'bakance ¢

Prommoaten ha-la(s

Fuecocw moun

Enmobogy Maddle Englsk from Anglo-French, Som Vulgar Lam *dulancia from Late
Latis dilanc-, ddlars having two scalepans, from Lo & = lanw-. (aoey ploge

Date 130 cerhwy

Balance: Equality between the totals of the
two (or more) sides of the account. Balance
Is more technical; a quantitative
measurement.

What Is Missing?

What Is Balance?

1 yau have a chanos to provide thet soverage and immgirove health
core, then n the kg run, you're golng to bave a heahir, more
productive stare” s0d Dr. Reland A Goertz, the cioef execitre of
the Waco Faerdly Health Cermer, which treats thoussds of Medizail
and untesored patienats anrualy

1t wodd be irvesparsitle to add mare Tesans and farg more
taspayer dafars into a broken and umsistanable sysyem that
already corsumes a querter of oor Sudget, mesking # harder to poy
for athet things T prabilie safety and sduction,” Ma. Nahed said
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Can Balance Be the Opposite of Can Balance Be the Opposite of
Fairness? Fairness?

Amanpour Moral Equivalency.wmv

Y
Y
oM

Should Holocaust Deniers Get Equal Space? The Massacres in Bosnia

Is Balance the Same as Fairness? Key Definitions
INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS TIMES r——

5 Prommciation far
2012: A Year Of Climate Change Wake-Up Calls Fuscrien adjecme
Enamslogy. Midde Englich fuper farr. frem OM Englah finger, alen o OM High

Gerrun fopar beastid
Date befire [2th cermary

Arctic Seu Toe Hits Resord Low

Russian Drought

Falrness: Marked by impartiality and
A . honesty. Free from self-Interest, prejudice, or

%

. hS favoritism. Belng fair to the evidence.

Colorado Wildfires
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Finding Fairness: Fair play:

* Fair play * Obvious effort to include relevant

* Fair language p:rSpeIcti\(l)es - »
* Fair presentation eop'e, Organizations get to
respond to negative charges

More Language Landmarks

* “Right-to-Life” vs. “Anti-Abortion”
* “Pro-Choice” vs. “Pro-Abortion”

* “Ruthless” vs. “Tough”

» “Admitted” vs. “Said”

» “Gay Marriage” vs. “Marriage Equality”
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Fair language? : :
JHEEs MEDIA Fair Presentation:

Ann Coulter Booed During John
Stossel Debate After Criticizing
Libertarians, Gay Marriage

*Avoids prejudicial photos

*Presents photos and other visuals that
are appropriate to the report

INFOWARS.COM

Neocon Hack Ann Coulter Attacks Libertarians
S SBiE

Fair Presentation:
SigieSentato Fair, Unfair, or Biased?
s O
A o

g'w g
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School Bus Aide Busted Dealing Methadone
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How to Spot Bias

* Look for evidence of a pattern
of unfairness over time

* Compare a variety of news outlets
especially to search for a bias by omission

* Take note of the self-interest
of those alleging bias
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What is Bias?

Main Entry- 'biras #)
Prommesation. |\ bi-23)

Funchen: mourn

Etymelogy: Middle Freach diafs
Date: 1530

Bias: A predisposition that distorts your
ability to fairly weigh the evidence
and prevents you from reaching
a fair or accurate judgment.

The News Literacy
Definition:

Bias:
a pattern of unfairness
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Bias is a Pattern

Fox News Channel
Coverage of Climate Sclence

Misteading

93%

Opinion or Bias?

How Obama torched our standing in the
Arab world 2 ¢ 3 1y

o4
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Common Flaws in “Bias” Claims

* “The news medila Is blased”
is an over-generalization.

*Opinion Journalism on the “Opinions” page
or tab or In one time-slot of a broadcast
doesn’t necessarily prove there’s slant in
entire news product.

News Judgment or Bias?

Is heavy hews
coverage of same- [ |
sex marrlage o e A
legislation o :
evidence of blas?
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News Judgment or Bias?

News Judgment or Racism?

LaToyia Figueroa and Natalee Holloway:

Differences in Coverage
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Bias or Something Else?

“Why Aren’t More Women Dying in Chicago?”

News Judgment or Bias?

T RSN RPN

Choosing not to cover a story
is not de facto proof of bias
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Bias in the News Obama’s War Against Fox News

CLINTON'S

SN T T 1250 A20.0 08~ 00 LI
Ksthe sxynesten 1 leht ooy smoe s
sy ik T Hegdaeaan ey " sal e Dy
ANIVIC 205D SO (330G CHSISE 2 CHY

s astomang he e Hots: rannt CRSRgIS Detesen ness 2 ceisn progranTey” Cenens
3 T seens sef-sevng on B pat” e

As for Sunn's compient 3houtt Fox News' coveraps of the Otama carpagn. 8 study by De Py
Resegth Conles showed (hat 40 petcent of Fon News stones on Chama 1 the asf six wesks of De

CAMPAGN were Dagaive Strdaty. 40 parcerd of Fon News' 51003 on ORany's Seputican opponernt

attern of Unfairness? i o e e e

Journalism’s Critics Claim Is Individual Objectivity Realistic?
Is Organizational Objectivity More Realistic?

A Monopoly On Trustworthy Optics
What Do You Think?

14



Journalists submit to the discipline of
Verification, a hewsroom system of
aggressive peer review and a code of
ethics that defines ndependence,
and demands transparency-based
ccountability.

Bias in Them, Us and You

Coghnitive
Dissonance (You)

Media Bias (Them)

Audience Bias (Us)

Conclusions

Are there examples of unfair news stories?
Absolutely

Is unfairness an automatic sign of bias?
No

Can a news outlet exhibit bias?
Yes, but it’s easier to allege than to prove

Is the perception of bias as dangerous as bias itself?

Yes

You (Really) Want The Truth?
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Cognitive Dissonance Spawns Ugly Children

£ Y4 »
‘ g Y
‘9 -J | Selective Distortion

- 4 o Selective Retention
£ 0’" Confirmation Bias

Source Misattribution

Watch the Cognitive Dissonance video
then “Project Implicit” homework
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What are your biases?

“Project
Implicit”
Homework
Step #1

Today’s Key Lessons :

v’ Bias is a Pattern. Not an event.

v Your Mind May Not Be Open, After All.
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- _ bus endeth the Lesson
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