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After this lecture, students will be able to: 

 
1. Define provisional truth and explain the burden on the news 

consumer that results from truth’s provisional nature. 

 

2. Explain the process by which journalists verify facts and 

compare/contrast it with other truth-seeking enterprises such 

as science and justice. 

3. Explain how the journalistic verification process breaks down. 

 

4. Use specific events and examples  to illustrate  the types of 

evidence news consumers should insist upon, summarized in 

this phrase “Open the Freezer” 

 

 

These skills relate to course outcomes 1 & 4 

 

Did he get all the way up with no rope? 

 1) What IS truth? 
 

2) How does the verification process 

work? 
 

3) Why does it break down? 
 

4) What kinds of evidence should a 

news consumer look for? 
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Housekeeping, Announcements & Notes 

Last Week’s Lesson: Cognitive Dissonance 

What if you make it a habit to challenge 

yourself with uncomfortable facts? 

News Matters! 

 
Which Matters Made 

News on Your Homepage 

TODAY? 

 

And 

 

What Course Concepts 

Were on Display This Week? 

 

 
 
 

 

  

Keith Richburg 
 
Veteran bureau chief for The 
Washington Post: 20 years in 
Beijing, Paris, Hong Kong, Jakarta, 
Nairobi and Manila and New York. 
 

Extra Credit Event #3 
May 1: The Power of Social Media in China 

 

SAC Auditorium, 8 p.m., Tickets not required, but early arrival is. Doors open at 7:45 
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Code of Ethics 
1. Seek Truth and Report It 

2. Minimize Harm 

3. Act Independently 

4. Be Accountable 

A journalist’s first obligation is to the  

 1) What IS truth? 
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Truthiness.wmv 
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“The Truth” is what really happened, or 

the way the world really is.  

 

 

The process of JUSTIFYING a truth claim with EVIDENCE is  

VERIFICATION 
 

Partial Evidence, Different “Truths”  

When can we be satisfied 

that we have enough evidence? 

1. Seek Truth and Report It (i.e. NOW)* 
“…Test the accuracy of information from all sources and exercise 
care to avoid inadvertent error. Deliberate distortion is never 
permissible….” 

 

Today’s evidence will be trumped 

 by tomorrow’s discoveries 

Journalistic Truth is 

Provisional   
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Newsday,  

Sept. 15, 2009 

Newsday, Sept. 16, 2009 

Newsday, Sept. 
17, 2009 

Newsday, Sept. 18, 2009 

The Hofstra  

Rape Case 

This was not a case of Provisional Truth 
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Sturdy pillars, carefully 
grouped, support the weight of  
the roof. The sum of the parts is 
a temple. 
 

The Temple of Truth 

Evidence 

Logical 
Conclusion 

Justification 
of a “Truth” 
Claim 

Sound evidence, carefully 
connected, supports a conclusion 

Not all Evidence is Created Equal 
Direct Evidence: Journalist as witness, some 
documents and records, photos/recordings 
need less corroboration.  
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Direct Evidence needs less corroboration. 
Though it can be strengthened. 

Not all Evidence is Created Equal 
Indirect Evidence: Eyewitnesses, official 
spokespersons, expert reconstructions, 
computer models and other predictions. 

The Temple of Truth 

Indirect Evidence, arranged logically, can 
support a sound conclusion. But it is 
dramatically strengthened with direct evidence. 

Combinations of different kinds of evidence  
make the justification stronger 

Journalist is 
eyewitness 

Expert  
opinion 

2nd-hand 
statement 

photos 
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Direct Evidence 

 

Climber.wmv 

 Journalistic Verification in Pursuit of The Truth 

Direct Evidence: Documents/Records:  

 

“Birtherism” folds in the face of documentary evidence 

Direct Evidence: Journalist Observation 
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Ward1.wmv 

 

 

Second and Third-hand accounts: 

 
“White House Spokesperson Jay Carney” 

Police Commissioners  

Expert Reconstruction/Re-creation 
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Indirect Evidence 

 

  
 

 

Indirect Evidence 
 

 

 
Expert suppositions/hypotheticals 

   

Why Verification Breaks Down 
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Why Verification Breaks Down 

   

Why Verification Breaks Down 
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Always ask:  

Did the 

Reporter Open 

the Freezer? 

Journalist as eyewitness: 
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What if You Demand Verification? 

 Code of Ethics 
Society of News-Literate Citizens 

1. Ask: Did the Reporter 

Open the Freezer? 

2. Follow The Story 

SOCIETY OF 

NEWS-LITERATE 

CITIZENS 

hus endeth the Lesson… 


