After this lecture, students will be able to:

Articulate the difference between a news outlet and a news
Source.

Use the “I.M.V.A.L.N.” criteria to evaluate sources in news
stories.

Justify reasons for differential ratings of sources’ credibility
based on IMVAIN analysis.

Use specific examples to illustrate the difference between a
source who asserts and one who verifies.

Use a three-part test to judge the reliability of anonymous
sources.

These skills relate to course outcomes 1 & 2

Why Sources Matter
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Why Sources Matter

THREATS AMD

THREATS AND RESPONSES: INTELLIGENCE;
Defectors Bolster U.S. Case Against Iraq, Officials Say

By JUDITH MILLER
Funlisned: January T4, 2003

THREATS AND RESPONSES: GERM WEAPONS:
C.I.A. Hunts Iraq Tie to Soviet Smallpox

By JUDKTH MILLES
CIA investigates informants accusation that Irag obtained

BOOKS OF THE TIMES; Sounding an Urgent
Terrorism Alarm to Deaf Ears

By JUDITH MILLER

Judith Miller reviews book The Age of Sacred Terror by Daniel
Benjamin and Steven Miller; photos

Movemnber 20, 2002

What Are the Consequences
When The Press Gets it Wrong?

U.S. Invades Iraq to Capture WVID



Why Critical Thinking Al Sources Matters

Coniflict in Irag
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The Source of the Trouble

Pulitzer Prize winner Judith Miller's serles of excl eapons of
mass destruction in lraq—courtesy of the now-notorious Ahmad Chalabi
~halped the New York Times keep up with the competition and the Bush
sdministration bolster the cave for war, How the very same talents that
caused her to get the story also caused her to get it wrong.

T Miller Is an axtreme exanple of the Thees' ultracoespititive mind-sat. she s aso an
wxanpls of an Inbaress problem of jowrnalism: lzs rellance on sources.
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To Be Fair...

"Saddam Hussein has spent the better
part of this decade, and much of his

nation's wealth, not on providing for what happens there matters a great deal
the Iraqi people, but on developing =, here. For the risks that the leaders of a
nuclear, chemical and biological T rogue state will use nuclear, chemical or
weapons and the missiles to deliver biological weapons against us or our

"Iraq is a long way from [here], but

allies is the greatest security threat we

them."
Presidiint ¢ an. 27, 1998. face."
A\ Sec. of State Madeleine Albright,

Y N Feb. 18, 1998.

"Fateful decisions will be made in the days

and weeks ahead. At issue is nothing less than

\} the fundamental question of whether or not we
can keep the most lethal weapons known to
mankind out of the hands of an unreconstructed
. tyrant and aggressor ...”
Sen. Joe Biden (D, DE), Feb. 12, 1998

Now Vice President

"He will use those weapons of mass
destruction again, as he has_ten times
since 1983."
Sandy Berger*, National Security
Adviser, Feb. 18, 1998 \

1

*

*later convicted of stealing documents from the National Security Archive

Democracy Demands Critical Thinking:

Active, persisterit, and carcful consideration of a behief or sup-
posed form of knowledge in the light of the grounds which
support it and the further conclusions to which it tends, (Dewey,
1909, p. 9)

identily the clements Wy a reasoncd Casc. especially reasons and
vonclusions:

identify and evaluate assumipeions;

clarily and interpret expressions and ideas;

judge the acceprability, especially the credibilitg of chanms:
evaluare arguments of different kinds:

analyse, evaluate and peodisce explanations,

analyse, evaluate and make decisbons.

draw Inferences:

produce angurinents.




News Matters!

Which Matters Made
News on Your Homepage
TODAY?

And

What Course Concepts
Were on Display This Week?
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Extra Credit Event #3
May 1: The Power of Social Media in China

Keith Richburg

Veteran bureau chief for The

Washington Post: 20 years in
K Beijing, Paris, Hong Kong, Jakarta,
OUT OF Nairobi and Manila and New York.

AMERICA

SAC Auditorium, 8 p.m., Tickets not required, but early arrival is. Doors open at 7:45

Shattered Glass

View it through:
- NetFlix,
- Online (see Blackboard™ ' link)
- Melville Library (copies on hand)



Recapplng Last Week’s Lecture
2 on Truth and Verification

Society of Citizens

1. Ask: Did the Reporter
Open the Freezer?

2. Follow The Story

Journalists are people who need people
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Reminder: Bring Deconstruction Workbook to Next Lecture

r

\

: Says Who?

Critical Evaluation
of people interviewed
for News Reports



Smart Questions to Ask Yourself:

v' Who is this source?

v How would this person know?

v Does anyone corroborate?

v Does this person verify or assert?

v' Do they have a dog in the fight?

(Don’t copy these. Wait for the mnemonic device)

Says Who?

Cellonplane.wmv
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Can Cell Phones
Crash Airliners?

'
Says Who?

Judging the Reliability of Sources

ndependent Sources Are Selfinterested Sources
ultiple Sources Are Single Sources

Sources Who Verify Are Sources Who Assert

uthoritative//nformed Sources Are Uninformed Sources

amed Sources Are Unnamed Sources

(Mnemonic Device:



How Joumalists Pursue the Truth

Look Who's Talking

Direct Evidence:

® Driver's testimony |

* Eyewitnesses’ accoun
* Breathalyzer Report

* Driving Records

* Accident Reports
for.the Road

Indirect Evidence:
* Police reports

® University officials’
statements
® Driver's lawyer’s statements

® Statements of victim’s
family & friends

® Statements of driver's

family & friends
sStatements from Stony Brook

students
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Judging the Reliability of Sources

hdependent Sources
Are Than
Selfnterested Sources

A Self-interested source...

"We've reade progress 0 Alwka, but
this is 2 Jarg-tersm peogram that we are parsuizg in 2 safe and
measared way,” Shedl Oil Co. President Masvin Odum sid in e
rancuncrmeet. “Oe decision 10 paae in 2013 wil ghw s e 10 enstre the madiness of
ol aur equiprent and people following the driling seascn in 2m12."

Environmental groups apposed to driling ceesed the mncazcement




Independence: A Ruthless Standard

Libyan Woman Claims Rape By
Soldiers, Is Dragged Away
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Her stofy could not be Independently verified, but
the dramalic scene proviced a rare firsthand
glimpse of the drutal crackdown on public
dissent by Moammar GJM l l.ﬁﬂ\. as m.
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Judging the Reliability of Sources

ultiple Sources
JAY(:) Than a
Single Source

Reconstructing the Blackwater
Incident in Nusoor Square

g ¥ - b .
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In Pursuit of Truth
Blackwater shooting

Blackwater.wmyv

: S e erifying or Asserting?
Judging the Reliability of Sources

Tesas Senator Goos 00 Attack and Ralses Bipestisan
Hacklox

Sources Who V erify

Are Than Syl ha e d o s v the e o pepmeedls ot e Fvg
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erifying or Asserting?

Ehe Washington Post

Tunisians worry about loss of freedoms gained
under the Arab Spring
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“1 have nio figures, | have no scientific studies,” said Khadija Cherif, Tanis-based secretary-

pemeral of the Imemnational Federation of Human Rights. “But the asmessment [ make dady

= that the vast majerity of women are wiling because of pressare from their family or
Rborbood or political mantyulation.”

Weighing Sources: Verification & Authority

A Corollary to Last Week's Lesson:;

Judging the Reliability of Sources

Just Like We

. .Always ask: uthoritative//nformed Sources
Did the Reporter Are Than

vé
Opec the I/: reezer? Un-informed Sources
‘ou.can also ask”
“Did the Source
Open the Freezer?




Vaccines are Dangerous?
Sez Who?

MILHELE BAGH
FEPUDLICAN PRISIOENTIAL CANDIDATE

Authoritative vs, Uninformed

o i
“All putionts who sy have necoived these modicstions nead

10 be tracked down § diately,” said De. Benjumin Park o
the Centers for Disease Cantrol in a news reiease. “It is
sihle that if patients with inf are identified soca

;ndvu!m—" I antifungal th lives may be
wved "

3/20/2013

Vaccines are Dangerous?

Sez Who?

VaccineBachman.wmv

uthoritative//nformed Sources vs. Un-informed Sources

Madison lab solves mystery of
Arkansas bird die-off

Blunt-force Trauma rom Bylog il Bomes, curs
e e Cause
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Authoritative, but m
notin the relevant
spec'la\tv

Weighing Sources: Authoritative is case-specific

Judging the Reliability of Sources

amed Sources
Are Than
Unnamed Sources
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http://mysbfiles.stonybrook.edu/~mspikes/teeter/

Who Was ‘Deep Throat’?
——_'DAIJXGNEWS Mdm
REVEALED!

The Iviost Famous Unnamed Source in History.

11
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Characterizing Unnamed

Sources

Thousands displaced as Syrian
authorities demolish Hama neighborhood
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"Most of the residents have left their homes. The majority of them
went to neighboring areas in the province. Some are still sleeping in
the streets, and only a few of them remain in their homes," Abdallah
said.

Another resident reached by phone Sunday said she's been living on
the street, along with her two kids, for five days after her husband
was detained by authorities and her home was burned. She did not
want to be named for safety reasons.

“There s a parorption almost thes you're impatent,” sald one nondrinker,
s editoe it o Sjues Socuued Koty le magasite who asked 1ot 10 be

« (dentified beowoe mamy o his oo -workers don't koow be cecrmly oatered o
12-816p Progran.

Characterizing Unnamed Sources

Evaluating Anonymous Sources

Despite Promise of Reforms, Syrian Forces Try to
Disperse Protesters With Gunfire

By THE NEW YORK TIMES

DAMASCUS, Syria — The political crisis in Syria deepened on

Monday as the armed forces in the restive southern city of

Dara’a fired live ammunition in the air to disperse hundreds of By Andrew Almander
pro-democracy demonstrators who had taken to the streets. it

Still falling short on anonymous sources

“Eennr OTALSTANO0 OCNCIAl” s (hey were Funtraned wili Row Dieeds wis handing hes caopaigy

“afirkitiasieo officialy” predicied be weukd kese oo Tussday

All these anomvmons sarces were too much for Post reader Dee Elfson of Falks Church.
S . Z7a w - W oee e .

ot

“They were marching peacefully, asking for their .
rights, when the army opened fire at them,” said one s digh. A swoces ofien o seoessicy. And e ey o Qm dgpear e The Pont

witness who declined to be identified for fear of Bat there's another raien. When ther russ be used, The Prst doernit ds 2 pood enough xb of exphiemng =y
reprisals. “But this is not the end.”
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Evalu

ating Anonymous Sources

it MEDIA

Media Ethics: Issues Raised by
Michael Lewis's Obama Article in
Vanity Fair

ez buldly, Ssone souress who do not want to speak for sttrivetam sed/or adit Setr ows qurtstions oftin
speok for their own perposes and dul berately try to sishead the moedis. As Lond Norttedttie, owner of e
London Times sad Datly Ma¥ onoe rermacked, News e what someens, somewhers b trying to sepgress

he rest is advertising,"”

Evaluate The Sour
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Evaluating Anonymous Sources

Transparency
Characterization

Corroboration (evidence/sources)

Sources Outlets

[~ .
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Source Evaluation Workshop
(Great Practice for the Final)

COOPER200mILWMV

http://mysbfiles.stonybrook.edu/~mspikes/teeter/
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Evaluate The Source

175 0 speand $200 mn o day o Obamen's
Mumbaj vist
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When Is A Self-Interested Source

A Reliable Source?
Women in Texas Losing Options for Health Care in
Abortion Fight
Many San Carlos patients struggle to reoch Edinbarg from thelr hosses in impoverishod

nefghborkoods called coloatas. Mari Romervu, a b 3 with four chikdren, wha
had n lump in hor broast dimcovered at the San Carlos clinic, hme no way to get ther,

Ms. Parrn, 33, the mother of five, mamaged to borrow a car to get to Edinburg after a pap
smmar wt the Som Cardos dinic indicatod she might have cervical cancer. Furthor tosts
showed she was cances-free

Both women wurry about getting birth contral pills; the clinie ssay now have to charge
them up to $20 for 2 month's supply.

1 will Jueve to go without,™ M. Parrs sald a8 she Jeft an English class at o community
centor xnd was walking to pick up her two youngest children from 2 Head Start program.
T get preguant sgain, Ged forbsd ~

14



When is a Self-Interested Source a
Reliable Source?

| @heNew York Times
Veterans Wait for Benefits as Claims Pile Up
Each appoi and lost d has added weeks to the processing, now in its i5th
mooth. So have skeptical department i who have reg d ndditional
information on whether Mr. Selsky’s heart palpitations and vision Joss are related to his
multiple scherosis, “This should be a slam dunk,” M. Selsky said. “He keeps getting worse,
and they keep fighting and lghting and fighting with us. The stress is anbelievable.”

Source Evaluation Workshop
(Great Practice for the Final)

CampDeath.wmv

Self-Interest and Informed-ness:
Can a Weakness Also Be a Strength?

The Case of the Clinic Clients and the VA

3/20/2013
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Judging the Reliability of Sources

ndependent Sources Are Better Than Selfinterested Sources

ultiple Sources Are Than Single Sources
Sources Who Verify Are Than Sources Who Assert
uthoritative//nformed Sources Are Than Uninformed Sources

amed Sources Are Than Unnamed Sources

(Mnemonic Device:

Judging the Reliability of Sources

ndependent Sources Are Selfnterested Sources

ultiple Sources Are Single Sources
Sources Who Verify Are Sources Who Assert
uthoritative//nformed Sources Are Uninformed Sources

amed Sources Are Unnamed Sources

(Mnemonic Device:
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Key Lesson:
Evaluate Sources

Evaluate Sources

Evaluate Sources

Looking ahead: Two Ideas Students Struggle With

Predictions

Comparisons

16
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Reminder: Bring Deconstruction Workbook to Next Lecture

Bring it

hus endeth the Lesson. ..
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