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After this lecture, students will be able to: Reminder: Bring Deconstruction Workbook to Recitation, too

Begin to apply key lessons of News Literacy in real time to find

or identify reliable information.
S Print it.
Use the IMVAIN test of source reliability on the fly.

Distinguish, on the fly, between direct and indirect evidence = :
and even spot-check if conclusions are logical or not. 0 ) .
Begin to correctly use the terms “Transparency” and “Context”
to judge the professionalism of news reporting.
Use the Deconstruction Workbook as a means to rehearse
detailed and sophisticated judgment of news reports. . i
Bring it
These are the capstone skills of this course, encompassing all 6

outcomes promised by the syllabus.

‘Deconstructing’ the News
Is Too Much Texting A Mental lliness?

Texting.wmv

How to Assess the Reliability of the News




Deconstruction: “Application of News Literacy concepts to
the analysis of component parts of a news report in order
to dispassionately judge its reliability.”
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Countdown
To Test #2

Held in Regitation,

Emphasizes Lectures 7-11,
(Fairness & Bias through Power
of Images)

...but requires some use of:
concepts from Test 1.

Same format: 10 questions, 100
points possible.

A Deconstruction Worksheet
How to Judge Reliability

1) Summarize the main points: Does the headline
and the lead support the main point(s)?
2) How close does the reporter come to opening
the freezer? Is the evidence direct or arm’s-
length?
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A Deconstruction Worksheet A Deconstruction Worksheet
How to Judge Reliability How to Judge Reliability
3) Evaluate the reliability of the sources 6) Are the key questions answered?
using

4) Does the reporter make his/her work
transparent?

- Who -What -When -Where? -Why? -How?

7) Is the story fair?

5) Does the reporter place the story i
context?

Context & Transparency

And The Wh0|e POint IS Two Ideas Students Struggle With

X =
Predictions History
What can a news consumer

Do with this information

Is it actionable?




Key Definitions

Main Entry. con-text @)
Pronunciation: Vkan- tekst\
Function: #oun

Context: Facts that surround an event or
elements of a news story and provide
meaning or significance

Key Definitions

Main Eniry. trans-par-en-cy 4
Prommciaton ‘an(t)s ‘per anit) se.
Function. mown

Inflected Fotm(s). plurol trans-par-en-cies
Date. 1551

Transparency: The reporter specifies in the story
what he or she does not know, and'why. it could
not be learned; how they know what they do
know; when the reporter pulls the curtain aside.
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Context

o s Education

| As College Fees Chimb, Aid Docs Too

R )

When you look at how much students
are actually paying, on average, it is
lower, after adjusting for inflation, than
five years earlier.”
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Deconstructing the News

“_.lax oversight of the district’s credit card, How Transparent is the Story?

(was) among a series of financial o NBCNEWScom

irregularities outlined in a critical audit of
the Wilton-Lyndeborough School District.” Whao has a better pension:
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H Deconstruction

- “Could not be reached”

- “Requested anonymity because she
feared losing her job”

- “A reporter attempted to contact the
family at home, but no one came
to the door.”

- “The information could not be 1) Summarize the main points of the story

independently verifit




Deconstructing the News
How Reliable is the Headline?
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Is the Headline Supported By the Story?

Does the Headline Match the Story?
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Does the Headline Match the Story?

Columbia Students Are Obsessed
With Nutella, Consuming Up To 100
Pounds A Day (UPDATE)
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Deconstructing the News

P —— Where is the Lead?

Dope Tests in Ice Fishing? No, Beer Doesn't Count
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2) Assess the
evidence supporting
the main points
of the story.

Direct Evidence, Indirect Evidence? Think Like a CSI

RYteiNiert Direct Evidence Deconstructing the News

Mother Jones 47 percent video: Mitt
Romney does damage control
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Evidence: Did the reporter open the freezer?
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Did the reporter open the freezer? .
Fos Angeles ms . Deconstructing the News

am How close did the reporter
gk‘ 7 come to opening the
4, 5 .
San // -
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What’s the Evidence That Sen.
Gillibrand Will Run for President? Test Inferences for Soundness

Man by, Tev-l-dence 4
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S S P s s . Evidence: Information that proves or disproves
) something
Inference: Taking information that is accepted as
true and then drawing a conclusion
that may or may not be valid




Checking Inferences

Crime Blotter Has o Regular Yankees Caps

oo AL

Deconstructing the News: Inference

B A e R R T ad
oy v DevTioEs @ Te et pwtrTares ¢
e e e wenn 3T - Derr

Thet B 5 e ats Dnene Senaind b4 s v
gt Sreewr v WV Eeg prutee 0t e S
P Y T TE EY SIETIAN e e
S wwthy §sent w St 1

ATww, WAy TS EEOE wOET UG
B s s
s St T o e\ e ey e

!
RAumre; Ppeyw®, S0t TOING L WO 4G b
MACNe o POTEIT OF PACOE BN B WGRIN SISRINE | e
R I e I e e |~ve = o

4/5/2013

Deconstructing the News
#£]JSA Pulling all-nighters earns lower GP:
m Undeed ISTIA0DY & 13 A sty W1t ) Aecosessd ‘.

4
In Thiacher's Bret study, 65 shoderts sat Wary hat pyled ars or mpes sbsightmey, and 45 yaed Py hadnt
done mry The sunvey was condacied it Pechology 101 rhysses, ing Nruges students i 3 vistety of
muom

Is The Inference Sturdy?

Deconstructing the News

3) Are the
Sources
Reliable?
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. e Deconstructing the News
Judging the Reliability of Sources How to Weigh Sources

1) Independent Sources Are Than Selfinterested Sources [
Eyewitness "Certain” Kimani Gray Was
Unarmed When Police Shot Him

I
. Wt

2) |Viultiple Sources Are Than Single Sources

3) Sources Who Verify Are Than Sources Who Assert " Alver e st <eine sergeer wnd pelice oficer to}] (e sespeet 19 show bis Runds, which

wes bewrd by witaemes, Oray produced & ressleer and potsed it at the offioes, whe frad s

tonsdof 31 rowada, soveral tienex” Pl 1 the chief spolkexrzas for the
4) Authoritative//nformed Sources Are Than Uninformed Sources Pelice ,,‘,',_,,_,::"&" 2 e

5) /Named Sources Are Than Unnamed Sources
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Dty News sbe bz “tertais |Goay | &'y have soyytzing ie b beods” whoa bo v shee.

(Mnemonic Device: Verification or Assertion?

Asserting vs. Verifying How to Judge Anonymous Sources

New York Soda Size Limit Statute Barred by
State Judge
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Anonymous Sources

Transparent enough?  Characterized enough?
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Clinton’s legacy
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Deconstructing the News

4) Does the
reporter make
his or her work

transparent?
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Anonymous Source
US intel sees missile movement in North Korea
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Is there transparency? Characterization?
Corroboration?

Key Definitions

Main Entry. trans-par-en-cy 41
Prommeiaton ‘san(t)s ‘per anft) se'
Function. mown

Inflected Fotm(s). plurof trans-par-en-cies
Date. 1591

Transparency: The reporter specifies in the story
what he or she does not know, and why. it could
not be learhed; how they know what they do
know; when the reporter pulls the curtain aside.
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Deconstructing the News
How Transparent is the Story?

National Public Radio Reports from Basra

Transparency
Teen rape trial shines unwelcome
ﬂlg_ngn Ohio town, football team

€. | Lstice

Both boys have been identified by & judge in court, by defense
attomeys and in newspapers and other media reports.

CNN is nat identitying the girl, who also is a juvenile, in accordance
with its policy not to release the names of alleged rape victims,

Npr_basra.wmv

Transparency and “Quote Approva

|II

4/5/2013

12



4/5/2013

Deconstructing the News Deconstructing the News

Corrections are Institutional Transparency
The New {Jork Times

5) Does the reporter place the story in
context?

The News Literacy Gang Sign

Deconstructing the News
Does the reporter put the story in context?

b | AcCaris Stolen Every 20 Minutes

Nassau and
Suffolk are two
of New York’s 62

counties, but
account for 10%

of car thefts.
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Find the Context
McClatchy-Marist poll shows Obama
tumbling in voters’ eyes M. McClLATCHY
Al least some of the pnwensl ‘ Earih

fies in the fact that voters no longer see him
in the context of an election. He has to stand

alone in the eyes of voters again and doesn't
venefit from the companson with Republican
rival Mitt Remney.

Ancther factor in the president's decine is
anxety about the economy and tha country

The satcaal sorvwy. cooductid fou mosttn N nourg and in the driver's seat. During the

aher Chamm wan re-slecing arth 41 parcen X
of the popular vase, found 45 paroent of eleckon, it was him versus Romney, Now fi's

veters agpiuvieg of the way he 3 hasding vs [l NiM versus pecple’s expectations for the

£5 and 42 parcent chappravieg coundry.”
Chama <lill culpaces Congress by a large
margin.

Deconstructing the News
Step 6: Are the key questions answered?
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Deconstructing the News
Step 6:

Are the key questions answered?

GAP Analysis:
Are all Questions Answered?

Fﬁbci\'cwﬂorkﬁimcs
Bronx Zoo Cobra Found Alive

- e EEERY

Updated | 4:51 pumn.
She's baen found!

An Bgyptian cobra at the Brom Zoo that bad been missing for seven days was
discovered “alive and well” on Thursday Inside a nonpublic area of the 200's
Reptils Houss, not far from whers she disappaared, said James J, Breheny,
the zo0's director.
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Deconstruction Step 7: Is it Fair?

NEW, YORK POS s
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Deconstructing the News

Step 7: Are people and their ideas fairly presented?

Recording Points to Race Factor in
Stops by New York Police

By JOSEPH GOLDSTEIN

For years, the debate over the New York Police Department’s use of
stop-and-frisk tactics has centered on whether officers engage in racial
profiling. Now, a recording suggests that, in at least one precinct, a
person’s skin color can be a deciding factor in who is stopped.

...Deputy Inspector Christopher McCormack, urged the officer to be
more active... The way to suppress violent crime, he said, was for
officers to stop, question and, if necessary, frisk “the right people at the
right time, the right location.”
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Deconstructing the News
Step 7-

Are people and their ideas fairly
presented? Is fair language used?

Deconstruct this

story e e i e,

o ——

Evaluate the
reliability of
sources using the
IM/VAIN.

Does the reporter

open the freezer?
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Deconstructing the News

Case Study: The preghant man story
w Prognant man is expecting baby in July

WY COMBINGD NEWS STVICER
Thores Bewtie, who's experting & gl il Sis soey @ o fint-persas sccouat peblivked
I "The Advacaes” magaziee Bue alos nckades 3 paries of N wtdle e was 22 manbs

Assess reliability by Evaluating Sources & Evidence

Deconstructing the News
Case Study: The preghant man story

| o3
&
; .;; ,,
= ﬁk\ "-&4‘\\ ‘\l'l
Does This Sonogram Help?
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Deconstructing the News
Case Study: The pregnant man story

Thumas Beatie, a married man who used to
be a woman, is pregnant with a haby girl

‘A trarngender Tt ta” be peaznart because he has the xymn
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Momirg furrcs shom.
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Do These Sources Help?

Deconstructing the News
Case Study: The pregnant man story

Pregnant man' Thomas Beatie gives birth to
Daby gl

Do Baby Photos Help?
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Deconstructing the News

How reliable?

Deconstructing the News
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Weigh sources and evidence
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Texting.wmv

A Deconstruction Worksheet
How to Judge Reliability

1) Summarize the main points: Does the headline
and the lead support the main point(s)?

2) How close does the reporter come to opening
the freezer? Is the evidence direct or arm's-
length?
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A Deconstruction Worksheet
How to Judge Reliability

3) Evaluate the reliability of the sources
using

4) Does the reporter make his/her work
transparent?

5) Does the reporter place the story in
context?

And the Whole Point Is...

Is it actionable?

Can you reach a conclusion?
Can you take an action?
Can you make a judgment?

Can you share this infermation?
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A Deconstruction Worksheet
How to Judge Reliability

6) Are the key questions answered?

- Who -What -When -Where? -Why? -How?

7) Is the story fair?

Assignments:

1. Bring Deconstruction Workbook to
Recitation

2. Writing assignment: “Deconstructing the
Washington Post’s report on Walter Reed
Hospital”
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_bus endeth the Lesson. ..
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