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News Matters!
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Differences in News Decisions
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What is News?
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Definitions of News

Definitions of News

News s any “Scoop”;
Information That Makes a
Reporters Primal Heart Beat Faster:
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Veriﬁcation

Accountablllty |ndependence

Definitions of News

News is What's On Society’s Mind

Def|n|t|ons of News

News is What an Editor Thihks ls News



Definitions of News

The Unedited Romney Tapes
' L]

News is Information Powerful
People Don’'t Want You to Have

Definitions of News

Dog Bites Man vs. Man Bites Dog

Definitions of News

News is What “We” think is fit and proper
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Deflnltlons of News

News is
Independent,
Reliable,
'% Accurate

Information
That Citizens
Need to Be Free

Definitions of News

“It's amazing that the amount of news that
happens in the world every day always
just exactly fits the newspaper.”

Definitions of News
fawf News is Inforr_natlon
\T 48 About a Subject of

Some Public
Interest That is
Shared and
Subject to the
1 Journalistic Process
of Verification



- -
" " Four Factors Determine What
Is News
And What is... “Meh”

1. Universal News Drivers
2. Editorial Judgment

3. The Audience

4, Profits and Competition

Universal News Drivers

Chris Brown crashes Porsche,
blames papar_azzi

Prominence

Universal News Drivers

Importance
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Universal News Drivers

DAILYeENEWS

i Diehl pleads Comedienne Sarah Silverman’s sister and niece
= s arrested for praying at the Wailing Wall in
guilty to dml !‘k qml “29 Jerusalem
"g . NGNS 3t the Noly Site are 100 resiTIctve, the women S35, e

parked cars last summer |"""

V% KALWAN ( NEW YORK DALY NEWS.

Prominence

Universal News Drivers
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Universal News Drivers
Texas Woman Induced Labor for Dying Husband to Hold Baby
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Universal News Drivers Universal News Drivers
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Human Interest Human Interest

Universal News Drivers Universal News Drivers
(Ehicagu Eﬁhmtl’ December 15, 2011 12:36 PM

V:’ithtnew dating apps, love's a 2-way 2Relndeer Escape Traler On
stree S

Reuters
10020 a.m. CST, February 11, 2013
Singles who believe in love at first sight can turn to new apps that will match them with

potential dates in time for Valentine's Day, but only if each person has expressed an interest.

‘With the new dating apps, users simply flip through photos of people in nearby locations and
express their interest in dating someone. If there's a mutual attraction, the app connects them
for a conversation. If not, their feelings remain anonymeous.

Timeliness Timeliness

Universal News Drivers

Universal News Drivers

THE STATESMAN

SPORTS  ARTS & ENTERTANMENT ~ OPINION  MULTIMEDIA  VIRTUALISSUES  ABOUT

Loag Isiand Hews.

LonglslandPress.com

Torming. aneiaining w1 educa8ng N6 apinion eadsrs of Lorg Isend

11th Anniversary Ceremony of
9/11 Begins in NY

By JENNIFER PELTZ Avsocwted Pross on Seplember 11ih, 2012

Student died in East Village early Saturday morning
By EMLY MCTAVISH | February 16,2013

Jocelyn Pascucci, a i biology student, died early Saturday morning in the East Village,
according to police.

poused agan Tuesday 1o mark the 111h
the Sept 1. 2001, terror attacks weh tamliar coremony. but aiso
800000 that 1's tim to v forward #ter & dacads of
romambiance

Pascucci, of East Meadow, N.Y., was found unconscious in a building on 125th E. 12th St. and was taken to Beth Israel
Hospital, police said. She was p dead on arrival, according to police.

Timeliness

Proximity
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Universal News Drivers Universal News Drivers

New Gun Laws Still A Touchy Subject In Congress

Fobruary 16,2013 B00AN
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[ h(; . Listen to the Story
” - Woekend Fdmion Saturday
v: S
Simons
BTV > - ¥ .A ) .
Gift
Simons donation lets SUNY Stony Brook shoot for the stars
New York has moved eloser to ereating a top-notch flagship for the state university system thanks to the generosity and
sdvasacy of billinaire James Simons, Sirons and his wifs, Marilyn, ars donating $150 million to Stony Braok University,

by far the largest gift to 8 SUNY institution and the sixth-largest donation to any public university in the country, (Wew
vork Daily Mews Dec. 18, 2011)

Magnitude Conflict

Universal News Drivers Universal News Drivers

@he Washington Post

Postal Service plans to end Saturday mail
delivery by August

Posted by Ed O'Keefe on February 6, 2013 at 8:05 am

Relevance

Universal News Drivers 11 News Drivers

|_1ve Leak Prominence

Importance
Human interest
Conflict
Change
Peculiarity
Proximity
Immediacy
Timeliness
Magnitude
Relevance

Papa Smurf and His Gang Wanted by Police

Peculiarity




NEWS DRIVERS make information into NEWS

Prominence (Famous participants increase interest)
Importance (You're alerted to serious implications)

Human interest (Through these stories of unique or
universal experience, we celebrate or understand our
humanity.)

Conflict (History’s first draft: Clashes of people, institutions or
[EED)]

Change (Alerts us to opportunity or danger)

Peculiarity (Unusualness — Man Bites Dog, alerts and
diverts)

Proximity (How close to home? The local news driver)
Immediacy (If it just happened, it's breaking news)
Timeliness (The calendar, with anniversaries or holidays or
deadlines, is the crucial context of these stories.)
Magnitude (These are stories driven by surprising numbers)
Relevance (How wide is the story’s impact and audience?)

Picking Top Stories for YOURNEWS.COM
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Interest

Place the story on the matrix

Grammy Winners List: Gotye, Miguel,
Jay-Z, Kanye West, Drake & More
Win At 2013 Awards

THE HUFFINGTON POST === ¢ .
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Factor 2: Editorial Judgment
sy EA -4

*What's Interesting 4/5*Wi
*Who is the Audience?
* Do You:Give the AudienceWhat itsWants
orWhat it:Needs?

* What is the Competition Doing?
* News Presentation

Place the story on the matrix

NEW, YORK POSTg

Pope Benedict XVI resigning
on Feb. 28 due to age, health
concerns

Place the story on the matrix
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Place the story on the matrix

Newsday
LIRR ridership up as officials
predict near-normal commute

DAILYENEWS

Place the story on the matrix

ERICA

SEAL Team 6 member who killed Osama bin
Laden recalls seeing brains of Al Qaeda leader
'spilling out over his face'

Place the story on the matrix

oY BUSINESS

Markets Stall Near Multi-Year Highs

Place The Story on the Matrix
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State of the Union a sleepless frenzy for
speechwriters
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Place the story on the matrix
Ron Paul turns to UN agency for help in
fight over namesake website

\\

Factor 3: Audience

What It “Needs”

VS,
What It Wants
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Audience-Driven

The
Economist

Audience-Driven?

Californian felled by
strychnine-laced dose

The silent tsunami’

‘The food crisis and howto sofve!

Ilm - WHATSNEXT

The Importance of the Customer w o :
in Making Decisions Striking a Balance

. The New York Post and Daily News Slug it Out
How the Internet Redefines “News Judgment”

Most Popular

EINTEE | TLCMYOLOGY SCHNCE WEALTH SPORT  OPINION  ARTE

Rita Moreno dishes on Brando an

Factor 4; Competition & Profit

Is Competition Bad for the News?

Percent of Network News Devoted to
Stories about Government and Foreign Affairs
1981 1997
57 42
60 40
59 27
59 6
/ New York’s Bruce
k, at Spring Training

Factor 4: Competition & Profit Factor 4: Competition & Profit
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“Reality Check” asked if you agree that
The news media present too much bad news

‘ 8% Bad News.wmv
2%

Source: 2013 “Reality Check” student answers
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