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86 % 

 

 
45% 

Watch Fox once a week… 45% 

Watch Fox almost every day… 60% 

  
 
 

                 

 

 

  
 
 

                 

 

 

Media Bias, Audience Bias or Cognitive Dissonance? 

Cognitive 

Dissonance 

Audience Bias 

Media Bias 
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Three Questions Today: 

•How do we know if a news report is fair? 

 

•How do we know if a news outlet is biased? 

 

•What’s the difference between news media 

bias and audience bias? 

   

What the Public Sees 

•74% say news organizations tend to favor one side in 

dealing with political and social issues 

 

•50% believe the media has a liberal slant 

 

•22% believe the media has a conservative slant 

 

 
-2009 survey 

Press Accuracy Rating Hits Two Decade Low 

What’s Students See 

“Most news outlets exhibit bias” 

23.00% 

54% 

21.00% 

2.00% 

Spring 2013 Students 
Strongly Agree

Agree

Neither Agree nor
Disagree

Disagree

Strongly Disagree

-- Source: 
 S2013 Reality Check Survey 

999 respondents 

Different Lenses 

Same Reality 
 Who do you trust?  
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All others*

* All others: PBS, NBC,  

MSNBC, CBS, CNN, ABC 
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“Now, it is common knowledge that the 
mainstream media from the major television 
networks to the country’s most influential 
newspapers are biased against the GOP.” 
- Sean Hannity, FOX News 

Knows it When He Sees It 
"Hosts on Fox raise money 

on the air for Republican 

candidates, they endorse 

them explicitly, they use their 

Fox News profile to headline 

fundraisers … They can do 

that because there's no rule 

against that at Fox. They run 

as a political operation, we're 

not.”  

– Rachel Maddow, MSNBC 

Knows it When She Sees It 

What’s the Difference Between 

Fairness and Balance? 
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“It all started with a cup of sugar and a sneeze.”  

-Alexander T. Wolf 

Can Balance Be the Opposite of 
Fairness? 

Should Holocaust Deniers Get Equal Space? 

Can Balance Be the Opposite of 
Fairness? 

The Massacres in Bosnia 

Amanpour Moral Equivalency.wmv 
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More Language Landmarks 

• “Right-to-Life” vs. “Anti-Abortion” 

• “Ruthless” vs. “Tough” 

• “Admitted” vs. “Said” 

• “Gay Marriage” vs. “Marriage Equality” 

• “Pro-Choice” vs. “Pro-Abortion” 
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busted.wmv 

How to Spot Bias 

• Look for evidence of a pattern 

of unfairness over time 

• Compare a variety of news outlets 

 especially to search for a bias by omission 

• Take note of the self-interest 
of those alleging bias 
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Opinion or Bias? 
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Bias or “Scoop” Fever? 

Dan Rather and George Bush  

Choosing not to cover a story 

 is not de facto proof of bias 

News Judgment or Bias? 

Bias in the News 

A Pattern of Unfairness? 

Obama’s War Against Fox News 
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Cognitive 

Dissonance (You) 

Audience Bias (Us) 

Media Bias  (Them) 



7/18/2013 

10 

Codered.wmv 

 
 

hus endeth the Lesson… 

Cognitive Dissonance:  

Democratic Brains vs. Republican 

Brains 

Magnetic Resonance Imaging 
“This is Your Brain on Politics” 
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Brain.wmv 
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Responses to Cognitive 

Dissonance:  

Peer Influence on Perception 

Our perceptions of 

things like size or 

distance can be 

impaired by group 

pressure. 

: 

 

 

 

“Hostile Media Effect” 
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84 

Fair language? 
 

 

No Doubts 
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“Hostile Media Effect” 

 
Pew Research Center, 2009 

Press Accuracy Rating Hits Two Decade Low 

The stronger the emotion, 
The more likely bias will be charged: 

 

• Politics 

• Race and Gender 

• Social Issues 

• Religion 

Is Balance the Same as Fairness? 

Should Climate Change Doubters Get Equal Space? 

Cognitive Dissonance According to 

Jon Stewart 

92 

• http://www.thedailyshow.com/watch/tue-may-8-

2012/bad-credit 

93 

Opinion or Bias? 
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Cognitive Dissonance:  

Democratic Brains vs. Republican Brains 

Magnetic Resonance Imaging 
“This is Your Brain on Politics” 

Fair Play 

Glasstrailer.wmv 

   

Is this what college women really do on Spring Break? 

Balance, Fairness and Bias 

The Birther Movement Now: 

Wash.Post Poll 

Getting the facts straight… 
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Jon Stewart vs. Bill O’Reilly 

 

 

 

 

 stewvideo 

Hillary Clinton and the New York Times 

Hillary Clinton and the New York Times 

Choosing a story to cover is not de-facto proof of bias.  

News Judgment or Bias? 

Fair play? 

106 
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What Is Balance? What the Public Believes 


