After this lecture, students will be able to:

Identify the distinguishing characteristics of the subset of
Jjournalism known as “opinion journalism”

Cite examples that illustrate the value of opinion journalism

Understand differences between historical and modern uses of
opinion journalism.

Distinguish between opinion journalism and “mere assertion”

These skills relate to course outcomes 5, 4 & 2

"We know that there are enough membersin the
House of Representatives ...to vote to reopen the
government today. The only thing that is keeping
that from happening is Speaker Boehner...“
-President Barack Obama

“The nation’s credit is at risk because of the
administration’s refusal to have a conversation,”
-House Speaker John Boehner
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Journalism, Opinion Journalism and Mere Assertion:
What's Reliable and What Is Not

“Everyone is entitled to
their own opinions, but they
are not entitled to their own

facts.”

Daniel Patrick Moynihan (deceased)
US. Senator from New York

"Under Obamacare, people who "have a doctor
they’ve been seeing for the last 15 or 20
years, they won’t be able to keep going to that
doctor."

U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio, R-Fla.,

Because of Obamacare, health care
premiums have "gone up slower than any time in
the last 50 years.“

President Barack Obama
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Actionable information?
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Actionable Information?
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Opinion Journalists Go Where
Reporters Dare Not Tread
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What is Opinion Doing in the
Journalism Neighborhood?

Society of Professional,Journalists

Code of Ethics: (excerpts)

v Distinguish between advocacy and news reporting.

4 Analysis and commentary should be labeled and not
misrepresent fact or context.

4 Deny favored treatment to advertisers and special interests
and resist their pressure to influence news coverage.
v'Remain free of ciations and activities that may

compromise integrity or damage credibility.

Definition of News

Main Entry: news &)

Pronunciation: \'niiz, 'nyiiz\

Function: noun plural but singular in construction
Usage: often attributive

Date: 15th century

Timely information about a subject of some
public interest that is shared and subject to the
journalistic process of verification by an
independent organization that is accountable.
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IT'S STILL ABOUT V.L.A.

Verification:

“Analysis and commentary should be labeled and not misre, resent_ act Or context”
Independence:

“Deny favored treatment to advertisers and special interests. . .(and) remain free of
associations and activities that may compromise integrity or damage credibility.”
Accountability

“Analysis and commentary should be labeled and not misrepresent fact or
»

Definition of Opinion

AMais Eutry: opinion

Prosunciation: '2-'pi-yae)

Functica: noaot

Etymology: Midde English, from Anglo-French, from Lagn opmion-, opinio, fom

Opinion is a view, a judgment, or an
appraisal formed in the mind
about a particular matter.



Warning:

A News Report will often include
the opinions of experts,
participants or witnesses.
That is not what is meant by
“Opinion Journalism.”

The Rise of the Non-Partisan Press
Mass-Market Publishing -
Newspapers profited by attracting a
wide variety of readers and advertisers
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A Brief History of Opinion Journalism
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Alexander Hamilton Starts the New: York Post
and Attacks Thomas Jefferson

The Opinion Quarantine



The Opinion Quarantine

What Happens When Lines Blur?

foxhours2.wmv
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An Opinion Quarantine on TV?

foxhours.wmv

FOX & MISNBC
With Head-to-head Talkers
News or Opinion?

Megyn Kelly up against Rachel -
Maddow with 9 p.m. show, Sean§ &
Hannity bumped to 10 P
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An Opinion Niche
Is Partisan Cable TV Inheriting
the Role of
Hamilton-era Newsletters?
%
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Question # 1:

How do we tell the difference between
News Reporting and Opinion Journalism?
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Four Questions:

How do you tell the difference between News
Reporting and Opinion Journalism?

Why should you care which is which?
What is the value of Opinion Journalism?

How do you tell the difference between Opinion
Journalism and mere assertion?

Labels Can Be Helpful

*
SEPOTEr'S Noteppoy:

o News-Page COLT

* oﬂ-Ed Cohm N

News and Opinion Journalism
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With So Much Video, How Do You Know
What Is Opinion and What is Reporting?

CNN.IRAN.REPORT. WMV

Language Clues

News Report or Opinion Journalism?

The News: The Editorial:

Rep. Michele Bachmann, “Mrs. Bachmann's vaccine

campaigning for President, demagoguery is another matter.
ZAKARIA.IRAN.OPINION.WMV said: After the debate the Minnesotan

"Well, I will tell you that I has been making the talk show

had a mother last night come rounds implying that HPV

up to me here inTampa, vaccines cause ‘mental retardation’

Florida, after the debate. She on the basis of no evidence.This is

told me that her little the kind of know-nothingism that

daughter took that vaccine, undermines public support for

that injection, and she vaccination.

suffered from mental

etardation thereafter... This
isa veryreal..."




The News to Opinion Spectrum

Editorial Cartoonists and Caricature

5 %
Cartoonists use exaggerated Language AND Art
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Ehe New Hork Times

The Opinion Pages

CARD SRS T

The Ignorance Caucus

@1 Commwrnr

Last week Eric Cantor, the Hoase majority leader, gave what his
affice told us would be a magor policy speech. And we should be
geatofud for the baade-up sbout the rpeech’s mujornes. Otherwie, &
read of the speech might have suggested that he was offering nothing
imore than a meager, warmed-over selection of stale ideas

pinion Jounalism: Reviews

SUMMERSMABLE ISSUL

By Caryn Ganz
August 28, 2013

“...She dances through the
debris of her relationship
and flexes diva vocals like

pop's true savior.”
Ity Peery
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Editorial Cartoonists and Caricature

Handelsmanimation.wmv

Opinion Journalism Landmarks:
First-person (“I”)

that man¥ Musling
', and se8 ridiculesfthe
countries lacka speech,; and : '
pm:hzk azpartof alarger narrativest the West's uwad.mg or
hurniliating the Ixlamic world, Peoplein these wu::;w; "
cometimes alze havean addled view ofhow theUnd 3

handles blasphem?’
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Language Clues

First-person statements
*Exaggeration or Superlatives
*Emotional or dramatic descriptions

*Tone (sarcasm, irony, parody)

Opinion Journalism Landmarks:
Exaggeration or Superlatives

«Look.We are not the mouthpiece for the Democratic Party of
the United States. But that party is so crackhead-incompetent at
selling its own program, we thought it was important that
someone point out to the public one of the party’s
accomplishments.

Here it is:

The current Congress...with Sen. Harry Reid of Nevada at the
helm in the Senate, approvcd the biggest tax cut in United States
history.

And the Republicans voted against it.

All we can say is that voters should keep their eyes on the ball

even if the Democrats don’t”
—(ZOIO)Thc Reno (chzula) News & Review
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Sarcasm, Irony and Parody

Oy S llerkOnes
I'he Opinion Pages

CFZ0 COLOWesTY
Who Do You Trust?
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WASHINGTON — Vladimir Putin, who keeps Edward Snowden on a
leash

Leash?

Sarcasm, Irony and Parody

FOX

"NEWS

L Fai & Babarced

'Climate change' cultists vs. scientific
evidence

Cultists?
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Sarcasm, Irony and Parody
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News to Opinion Spectrum: Labeling
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News to Opinion Spectrum: Labeling
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Trust Your Vote in Congress : .
Yo Whom? Question #2: Why should you care

which is which?

The goal of hews reportingis to give you the
BlameMontage.wmy information you heed for your Fourth Estate role.

The goal of epinion journalismiis to help you make
up your mind about that information.

The Virtual “Wall” In Practice
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Cross Not the Virtual Wall, Padawan

DAILYSNEWS

Machu Hout beaatoast m NPR Ared wver
nnw:-n W Gutiey Walk Sasetdbe
ot

The Separation of ‘Church’ and ‘State’

Newsday Looks at the Shoreham
Nuclear Power Plant in Two Ways
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Pivot Point

Every other row
Pivots to the row behind
To discuss in groups of four

Why is important to separate
News from Opinion?

Question #3:

What is the value of Opinion Journalism?

*Gives you new insights
*Challenges your assumptions

*Helps you make a decision or
judgment

*Provides a public forum of ideas for
the public to consider.
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Opinion Journalism is Valuable When:

*You are well-informed
*You are open-minded
*You are active, hot passive

Definition of Assertion
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Question #4:
How Do You Spot
Mere Assertion?

(Evidence vs. Emotion)

-

Opinion Journalism or Mere Assertion?
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Opinion Jounalism or Mere Assertion?

Moyers_Inequality. mov

Opinion Jounalism or Mere Assertion?

Geraldol.wmv UncleRush. wmv
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Journalism, Opinion Journalism or. Mere Assertion Joumalism, Opinion Joumalism or Mere Assertion
Which Is It? Which s It?

Santellinormal.wmv. Santellinuts.wmv.

Journalism, Opinion Journalism and Mere Assertion: o
What's Reliable and What Is Not News vs. Opinion: A Summary

To tell the difference between news and opinion,

“Everyone is entitled to analyze language & labeling
their own opinions, but they

are not entitled to their own
facts.”

Start withinews: Know the news before you
seek opihions about the hews

Moynihan’s maxim: “You're entitled to your own
opinion, but you're not entitled to your own facts.”

Alternate views can sharpen your thinking
Daniel Patrick Moynihan (deceased)
U.S. Senator from New York
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hus endeth the Lesson...

Denvinathe antecedant AffiFminalthe conseauent,

LogicallEallacies

Existential fatlacy ‘The “falacy® failacy,

Cognitive Biases

Framing Confirmation bias
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After this lecture, students will be able to:

Identify and distinguish between journalism and its subset:
opinion journalism and their illegitimate child: bloviation.

Use specific events and examples to illustrate the value of
opinion journalism.

Use historical context to analyze the role of modern opinion
journalism and the explosion of bloviation.

Evaluate the reliability — or value - of opinion journalism and
bloviation by examining the evidence offered and the logic
underlying arguments being made.

These skills relate to course outcomes 5, 4 & 2

A Virtual “Wall” Protects
Credibility of Neutral Reporting

ok
i

In print, online, a paper like the New

coverage from
those writers are also segregated in the

building.

News Opinion
Reporting Journalism

Red Hernings

Gl by assoclation Ad hominem

i
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Some Journalists Consider
Cable TV Assertion
Unethical

{

istinguish between advocacy and news reporting.
v/ Anal and commentary should be labeled and not misrepresent
fact or context.
\/Dc‘ny favored treatment to advertisers and special interests and
sist their pr re to influence nev
v'Remain fi of a and activities that may compromise

integrity or damage credibility.

News to Opinion

TVspectrum.wmv
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