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Lecturer Alerts After this lecture, students will be able to:

This lecture is 'ntended_ to be continued in a . Begin to apply key lessons of News Literacy in real time to find
subsequent class section. The atmosphere or identify reliable information.

envisioned is a seminar, with students (having read
the examples ahead of time) working their way . Use the IMVAIN test of source reliability on the fly.
through Workbook examples with their teacher. The
Distinguish, on the fly, between direct and indirect evidence

I T begln developlng their ablllty @ and even spotcheck if conclusions are logical or not.

deconstructin real time. . Begin to correctly use the terms “Transparency” and “Context”
to judge the professionalism of news reporting.
Use the Deconstruction Workbook as a means to rehearse
detailed and sophisticated judgment of news reports.

These are the capstone skills of this course, encompassing all 6
outcomes promised by the syllabus.

Reminder: Bring Deconstruction Workbook to Recitation, too

‘Deconstructing’ the News
Is Too Much Texting A Mental lliness?

Bring it

How to Assess the Reliability of the News




Texting.wmv

A Deconstruction Worksheet
How to Judge Reliability

1) Summarize the main points: Does the headline
and the lead support the main point(s)?

2) How close does the reporter come to opening
the freezer? Is the evidence direct or arm’s-
length?
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Deconstruction: “Application of News Literacy concepts to
the analysis of component parts of a news report in order
to dispassionately judge its reliability.”

A Deconstruction Worksheet
How to Judge Reliability

3) Evaluate the reliability of the sources
using

4) Does the reporter make his/her work
transparent?

5) Does the reporter place the story in 3
context?
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A Deconstruction Worksheet And The Whole Point Is....
How to Judge Reliability

6) Are the key questions answered?

What can a news consumer
-Who -What -When -Where? -Why? -How? Do with this information

7) Is the story fair? =) Is it actionable?

Context & Transparency

Two Ideas Students Struggle With Key Definitions

: B : _
Predictions | History Main Entry con-text ¥
Pronunciation: Vkén- teksth

L Function: »ou#n

cConnections Comparisons
l‘._\ y

Context: Facts that surround an event or
elements of a news story and provide
meaning or significance




Deconstructing the News
The power of Context

Howaver, bahind the image of two-pear-odd Jingdan lka a tale net of inconticnal crosdry
but, it seems, oo of misplaced love and fear: his sister disappesred from the same spot
Tt two weska ago.

Key Definitions

Main Eniry. trans-par-en-cy €
Prommeiaton ‘an(t)s ‘per anit) se.
Function. mown

Inflected Fetm(s). piurol trans-par-en-cies
Date. 1551

Transparency: The reporter specifies in the story
what he or she does not know, and why it could
not be learned; how they know what they do
know; when the reporter pulls the curtain aside.
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Context

Bl e Education

| As College Fees Climb, Aid Does Too

L LT

When you look at how much students
are actually paying, on average, it is
lower, after adjusting for inflation, than
five years earlier.”



“...lax oversight of the district’s credit card,

(was) among a series of financial

irregularities outlined in a critical audit of

the Wilton-Lyndeborough School District.”
I ————————

1) Summarize the main points of the story
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Deconstructing the News
Transparency is Openness about Methods

- “Could not be reached”

- “Requested anonymity because she
feared losing her job”

- “A reporter attempted to contact the
family at home, but no one came
to the door.”

- “The information could not be
independently verified.”

Deconstructing the News

How Reliable is the Headline?
Vorid

Tontn detact radbonctivity on 17 U S,

Navy crew membors In Japen
JONS) - Tarm delanind bow evwle of sy tmecl oty or 170 3
Moy DR XX Crew Peribers wWhan D2y reaned 1 e 95
A e B0 oo ek vz A TRORS R LT
e rillary ned iy,

S0 Arver Samar vkon was celarisd ater ta crew Terkan
wasted Wi s0a end weler, N Hesy see.

Is the Headline Supported By the Story?
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Step 2:
Deconstructing the News Deconstructing the News

How Reliable is the Headline? Assess the evidence supporting the
main points of the story.

Direct Evidence?

| oot jomtdns ik sentqmrd. "By b ma eyttt i i ?
xomemr.uunhaun'm?onum;xm&ﬁ i md Tacults of the jecest Indirect Evidences .
sexual ass it of wo fexale sudent Are The Inferences Logical?

Did The Reporter Open the Freezer?

Is the Headlme Supported By the Story?

_ _ Step 2:
MONITORIERATEENES Deconstructing the News

Mother Jones 47 percent video: Mitt
Romney does damage control

Mt Rormnay Kaps hie Emacks woes not "siegantty stated” o 5 Aograive in Doca Raten, Tle by e o
e aptuc vt d ey g Thead minnte recarding. which the woran first
(O VN F——— took to The New York Times and then to the Queens

distset attorney. suggests the vast power of
low level immigration aw enfaresrs. and & grawing

Moy, not sex, ks the more sormmon currency of coervption (n anmigratios, but

ding 1o Carg | in 9006 by Michas Mawal, foemee diractor of the
apey's inpamal Ereatigaticns, oces tan ),000 beckdogped complatnts of e=plorse
wrescenduct had gone wninvestgared for luckoof s, indhuding 528 involving ceadinal
allgaticez,

Evidence: Did the reporter open the freezer?
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Did the reporter open the freezer? Step 2:

_s:os Angeles Cimes Deconstructing the News
California suppressed consultant’s report on inmate suicides
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What's the Evidence That Sen.
Gillibrand Will Run for President? Test Inferences for Soundness

Main by Tev-l-dence 4

- o Primmciation e vy daalts. v denlts)
DAILY*NEWS Fuetira anun Main Entry: Infer-ence #
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand suddenly on the short list Dute L3l cery Pronzizson “e-fla- Koot ~Len{is
of potential presidential candidates for 2016 Firxcticn. naws )

Dewccrs 14 (Eaog Wr arofte Mior spesct 13 delegams ¥ CRatote JaVWweTEod 3ed el rearg Date: 1591
P b befva ped b ane sl

| — T

TV A . Evidence: Information that proves or disproves
» something
Direct Evidence? Inference: Taking information that is accepted as
Indirect Evidence? | true and then drawing a conclusion
Inference? | that may or may not be valid




Checking Inferences

Crume Blotter Has o Regular Yankees Caps

o AL R AN b

Step 3:
Deconstructing the News

Evaluate Sources. Are They Reliable?
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Deconstructing the News
#]JSA Pulling all-nighters earns lower GP:
m L0 IR0 1 A | Camsmerds B

I | Racosmerd () 18

¥
By MRl VWl atwn. Assachied Py ess

In Thiacher's Bret stidy, 65 vhoderts cant ary mn}ulul ars or mpms -l—ﬂpﬁm‘, g &5 ymd ey hwdn
done w1y The sonvey was conducied it Pochology 101 rhysses, g Nruces stadents in 3 varety of
mMom.

Is The Inference Sturdy?

Step 3:
Evaluate Sources

1) /ndependent Sources Are Than Selfdnterested Sources
2) | Vlultiple Sources Are Than Single Sources

3) Sources Who \/erify Are Than Sources Who Assert

4) /uthoritative// nformed Sources Are Than Uninformed Sources

5) /\amed Sources Are Than Unnamed Sources

(Mnemonlc Device:



Deconstructing the News
Evaluate Sources Using IMVAIN

Eyewitness "Certain” Kimani Gray Was
Unarmed When Pollee Shm Him
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Sources Asserting vs. Verifying
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Deconstructing the News

Evaluate Sources Using IMVAIN

Multiple
aka Corroboration

Trustworthy Anonymous Sources
Are Offered to You With:

Transparency
Characterization
Corroboration



Anonymous Sources

Transparent enough?  Characterized enough?

Ew Plaslyinaim Jlow o
hes

Benghazi attack may cloud Tov;/n hail aWaits Obama
Clinton’s legacy

e e ]
T
B 2 b s Mt i i sl el
S g 4 e g

S probn (e b ot e
rhamenor el G b swood. e b o681 4 D

e w1l O -,
oll 0 S b o b e Soom R e o shede
e et
W b 1 e WL s e vy eyt

e g0 e

Key Definitions

Main Eniry. trans-par-en-cy €
Prommeiaton ‘an(t)s ‘per anit) se.
Function. mown

Inflected Fotm{s). piurol trans-par-en-cies
Date. 1591

Transparency: The reporter specifies in the story
what he or she does not know, and why it could
not be learned; how they know what they do
know; when the reporter pulls the curtain aside.
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Step 4:

Deconstructing the News
Does the reporter make
his or her work transparent?

PGS 112000 111004 440000 0

Deconstructing the News
What is the example of transparency?

National Public Radio Reports from Basra

10



Npr_basra.wmv

Deconstructing the News
Corrections are Institutional Transparency

11/7/2013

Transparency
Teen rape trial shines unwelcome

Both boys have been identified by & judge in court, by defense
attomeys and in newspapers and other media reports.

NN is not identifying the girl, who also is a juvenile, in accordance
iis policy not 1o reiease the names of alleged rape victims,

Step 5:
Deconstructing the News

Does the reporter place the story in
context?

11



Deconstructing the News
Does the reporter put the story in context?

b | A Car Is Stolen Every 20 Minutes

Nassau and
Suffolk are two
of New York’s 62
counties, but
account for 10%
of car thefts.

GAP Analysis:
Are all Questions Answered?
€he New Jork Times

Bronx Zoo Cobra Found Alive
_— S ARERs

Updated | 4:51 pun.
She's baen found!

An Bgyptian cobra at the Brono: oo that bad been missing for seven days was
discovered “alive and well” on Thursday inside a nonpublic area of the z00's
Reptila House, not far from whete she disappaarsd, said James J., Breheny,
the z00's director.
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Step 6:

Deconstructing the News
Are the key questions answered?

R L T )
R R R TR SR
Thm AR e i ow

B L L
wakialaimd A ibad climoe Y

SlEpie Deconstructing the News

Are people and their ideas fairly presented?
Is fair language used?

Angels We Have Heard On Harleys

More Than 30,000 Roar With The Gift-giving Spirit
Decesnber 9, 15968y JOSE LAMBIET Suff Weiter

SUNRISE - The burly, Hadey-ruchng bikers seemed unlikely Santas

But the osl-dirty folks with utkenipt hasr and tattooed arms were filled
with the Chnstmas spint on Sunday as they roarad into Markbam Park,
more than 30,000 strong, to domate toys to the Jess fornmnate

The bikers, mcluding members of the mfamous Outlaws gang,
surrendered donations of tury stuffed ammals, bicycles and Nmtendo
games to off-duty palice officers who had volunteered 1o work i the
erghth armual Christmas Toys m the Sua Run.

12



And The Whole Point Is....

What can a news consumer
Do with this information

Is it actionable?

Deconstructing the News
Case Study: The pregnant man story

:I‘bornas Beatie, n married man who used to
be a woman, is pregnant with a haby girl

‘A trarngencer Tt £a” be peacnart because he hae the xyme
irgaane e wowzaronn " T Mssenecn wmic o liw SR God

Il,
Marieg fuvrca shiom.

Seev elin vk’ eockeaay. ¢ Twee s eeration Tave

e awpronsy oo Len sordel dod L o AS0 0

ConbI S ror bk pugeae con R v ek s

i wrvad vake ek e that ek 4y o el boanw fdker)

LR T

The ehwrale 7t § N 239 172 e weey wdt R Eemaa s S

Do These Sources Help?

11/7/2013

Deconstructing the News

Case Study: The pregnant man story
—% Prognant man is expecting baby in July

WY COMMDGD SR STVICER
Thormas Bewie, who's oxpecting & girl, 1oy bis stery in o fitst-persen arcoust pebibbed
5 “The Advacars” magaring, thas ses inctuaten & plomaze of b while he wan 12 weska

Assess reliability by Evaluating Sources & Evidence

Deconstructing the News
Case Study: The preghant man story

> - ‘i"

B j‘& T |\
Does This Sonogram Help?
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Deconstructing the News
Case Study: The pregnant man story

Pregnant man' Thomas Beatie gives birth ta
baby girl

Do Baby Photos Help?

Texting.wmv
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Deconstructing the News

How reliable?

Deconstructing the News

w=n

\ﬁ;

\\‘*

Weigh sources and evidence

14



A Deconstruction Worksheet
How to Judge Reliability

1) Summarize the main points: Does the headline
and the lead support the main point(s)?

2) How close does the reporter come to opening
the freezer? Is the evidence direct or arm's-
length?

A Deconstruction Worksheet
How to Judge Reliability

6) Are the key questions answered?

- Who -What -When -Where? -Why? -How?

7) Is the story fair?

11/7/2013

A Deconstruction Worksheet
How to Judge Reliability
3) Evaluate the reliability of the sources
using
4) Does the reporter make his/her work
transparent?

5) Does the reporter place the story in
context?

And the Whole Point Is...
Is it actionable?

Can you reach a conclusion?
Can you take an action?
Can you make a judgment?

Can you share this information?

15



Assignments:

1. Bring Deconstruction Workbook to
Recitation

2. Writing assignment: “Deconstructing the
Washington Post’s report on Walter Reed
Hospital”

Countdown
To Test #2

Held in Recitation,

Emphasizes Lectures 7-11,
(Fairness & Bias through
Deconstructing TV News)

Same format: 10 questions, 100
points possible.

11/7/2013

_hus endeth the Lesson. ..

16



Example 4

Afghan investigator: US burning of Hreep.
Qurans was intentional Quran-buming an

accident, U.S. tells
Afghanistan

KASUL Adpwiras - Tho U2 apsegand
Tumaday by the Sanng of M hay
100K Fart funt osens [iled bors B
Ahves o O QUOAGOn Corties WAk
WY 4 TR be ¥ s——

A anEan 3e0aAR hey Conarma
PR (PESAR 1 TR

The WWeste 1hame scooesd mitary ek n
S N e D) of G aed ofree
FArw il (nr &) Pl Nl St
Saennd 14 e f pRtsage wus s
0N

Deconstructing the News
How to Assess Source Authority

Experts Had Long Onticized Potenhal W on.kness m
Diesagn of Stracken Reactor pug

- T

“Mot banmng them might be the end of nuclear povrer,”
said Mr. Lochbaum, a nuclear engineer who spent 17 years
working in nuelear facilities, including three that used the
G.E. design.

Is the Source Authoritative? Independent?

Why or Why Not?

11/7/2013

Deconstructing the News

Az Ao, 4 Grwen Card, snd o Daand S0 Sen
The 16-rinuls secording, whick B woman firet
1ook o The New York Times and then to the Gavens
daatrics attamey, supgesta the vast pawer of
lovwe tevel immigraticn law entarcers, and a grewing
despernzon on the parl ot immigrants seeking legal
sbaluy, Thw allezmatl, which includwd B acosel of
a0 mmigration agent laat week, mderarones the
dff.ealty anc danger of making & complaint, oven in
the rare case wher abuse of power may Dave beerz
caught va laps

The Main Points Aren’t Always in the First Paragraph

Deconstructing the News
How to Weigh Sources
Accused G.1. ‘Snapped’ Under Strain, Official Says

By R SCIMMTT o WL R

“When it all comes out, it will be a combination of stress, alcohol and
domestic issues — he just snapped,” said the official, who has been
briefed on the investigation and who spoke on the condition of anonymity
because the soldier has not yet been formally charged. His comments
drew from accounts of the sergeant’s state of mind from two other
soldiers with whom he illicitly drank alcohol on the night of the shootings,
the official said, and those soldiers face disciplinary action.

Verification or Assertion?

17



Deconstructing the News

How to Assess Source Reliability
Ehe New ok Times

Critasm and Questions Over Plan to Move Macy's
Thanksgiving Parade Out of Times Sq

Bus poemve critics srw shosptical. A cocnrrunity bewder whe spoke on the coadition of
arceymity % peessrye hie pablicly netral stanos, =aid he waz at & mesting with Macy's
repevoaritatives lart year, at which the retailer “threstensd to mowas the parads 1o ancther
aity,” unbsss the route changes weee agrasd upoo.

How Do You Weigh the Anonymous Source?

Asserting vs. Verifying
US jobless rate drops to 7.8% in September

Dot 3 200 | M Yealmas T TT A & The Sl i

. Juen Weich O o —
M

Urbselavabie jobe raxviswrs_ these Chlogo guye will do
asything cax delote w daargs ursbers
) A -

Jobie E. 52, clhiief seesscenbit foe Widls Fargo & Co it Charlotme, N.C, sald he foads the
anployer servey nurehess 1o be more rellable. bat that de Goes not see evidence of & conmplrocy
o Fraday's report.

Vim wvid 3on wespectnd September's rse in part-tirme empleyemt wiss doe 1o csliege sadents
retumisg 10 shool s takdog pat-tiete b

The question that has coafirended ity seooombity be sail, & whether the doggish rate of job
growth that the nation has experienced for the last three years is sow the “sew sormmal *
“Things are getting better, the sconomy s cootmumg to tmprove and people are getting jobs,*
Sdvia saidd. “The challesge we AT b i the scozosty’s just 5ot growing the vy we bad
epented”
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Does the Headline Match the Story?
| (a2 0 ]

after WW1I
THE VOICE OF RUSSIA

JADAN W ooty ceseteatn v 4110 Of e UB sosupaton of
1o €0Mminy Soc 1w Irat e S0 cd e snd of B Becons
Wart War The W e Wl e
[ " % 10 v e

Frvve Moswine Breun Als il 1 NP sacket todey 10l e
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Mrrelegtty

Th0 UD 0 ly waied 4 0oaraton of Japas oe Agri 200 1042
what he Ban Frantac Peaie Tronly Setvenn Yok p oo masl of
Ivana b Aurrimit part ol Ihe art-Nan Alsed Nabers ok aftect

Vieen of Riane TASH

Find the Context
McClatchy-Marist poll shows Obama
tumbling in voters’ eyes M. McClLATCHY

Al least some of the president’s fal to Earth
lies in the fact that voters no longer see him

in the context of an election. He has to stand
alone In the eyes of voters again and doesn't
venefit from the companson with Republican
tival Mitt Remney.

Ancther factor in the president’s decine is
anxiety about the economy and the country

The satcnal sorvey. cooductd four mostn  Wngiro and in the driver's seat. During the

ater Chamm wan re-slecing wth 41 parcent .
of the popuar vase, found 45 paraent of electon, it was him versus Romney. Now #t's

veters approvieg of tha way he s hasding tvs [l MM versus pacple’s expectations for the

£5 and 42 parcent chvappraving coundry.”
Chama <lill culpaces Congress by a large
margin.
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Deconstruction Step 7: Is it Fair?

NEW, YORNPOS s
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Does the Headline Match the Story?

Columbia Students Are Obsessed
With Nutella, Consuming Up To 100
Pounds A Day (UPDATE)
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Deconstructing the News

How Transparent is the Story?
% NBCNEWS. com

Who has a better pension:
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Does the Headline Match the Story?
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Deconstructing the News

—— Where is the Lead?

Dope Tests in Iee Fishing? No, Beer Doesn't Count

4 Treos, an atticlal from t2e United
e =3 Stes Anth-Depaip Agenty ocdened
RPN thew 2o Seovide wine saeegles foc &
e [T v e to detect steccico ard
)
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Lead: 4t Paragraph

Anecdote: 1t
Paragraph

Deconstructing the News

How to Weigh Sources

Mrasin
Eyewitness "Certain” Kimani Gray Was
Unarmed When Police Shot Him

1 N v e L ‘
Cm e W
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Asserting vs. Verifying
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Anonymous Source
US intel sees missile movement in North Korea
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Is there transparency? Characterization?
Corroboration?
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story

1rfezs gl 3 pulsic smacade xad baarveowal
ufn‘m'ht o l\nl-«wm .-m.:-'n

ouar

s U

Evaluate the
reliability of
sources using the
IM/VAIN.

Does the reporter

open the freezer?

Transparency and “Quote Approva

[

.
ANLS

|II

11/7/2013

21



