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A More Typical News Day:
Differences in News Decisions

Definitions of News
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Information That Makés a
Reporters Primal Heart Beat Faster




L Defmltlons of News

Newslsény“Exduswe”
A Story That Can Take Audience Away
From Competing News Organizations

News : Things Powerful People
Don’t Want You to Know

The NYPD Davision of Un-
American Activities
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Deflons ofNews

News is What an Edltor Thlnks |s News

Definitions of News
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Definitions of News Is This News?

News is Timely
Information About a
Subject of

Some Public Interest
That is Shared and fﬁjszi:;;:k:,fmcansas | Sun Sep 8, 2013 1:56pm EDT
(Reuters) - A 17-year-old man was killed in a shootout with a police SWAT team at a

Subject tO the home in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, where he had earlier threaten ed two people with a gun,

- authorities said on Sunday.
Journalistic Process of
The fatal shots were fired on Saturday night after Pine Bluff police responded to a

Verlflcatlon report that the man, Monroe Isadore, pointed agun attwo peoplein thehomein Pine
Bluff, a city of roughly 48,000 people about 45 miles south of Littl e Rock, accordingto
police who confirmed local TV reports.

17-year-old Arkansas man killed in
shootout with police

Now Is It News? Now Is It News?

17-year-old Stony Brook man killed in 17-year-old Stony Brook Professor killed
shootout with police in shootout with police

By Suzi Parker By Suzi Parker

Stony Brook, NY | Sun Sep 8, 2013 1:56pm EDT Stony Brook, NY | Sun Sep 8, 2013 1:56pm EDT

(Reuters) - A 17-year-old man was killed in a shootout with a police SWAT team at a homein (Reuters) —Theyoungest professorin the U.S., 17-year-old Monroe Isadore, was killed in a
Stony Brook, where he had earlier threatened two people with a gun, authorities said on shootout with a police SWAT team at a home in Stony Brook, where he had earlier
Sunday. threatened two people with a gun, authorities said on Sunday.

The fatal shots were fired on Saturday night after police responded to areportthat theman, The fatal shots were fired on Saturd ay night after police responded to areport th at the man
Monroe Isadore, pointed a gun at two people in the home, according to police who pointed a gun at two people in the home.

confirmed local TV reports.




Now Is It News?

17-year-old Clinton “kin” killed in
shootout with police

By Suzi Parker

LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas | Sun Sep 8, 2013 1:56pm EDT

(Reuters) - A 17-year-old man was killed in a shootout with a police SWAT team at a
home in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, where he had earlier threatened two people with a gun,
authorities said on Sunday. Mon roe Is adore has long claimed to be theillegitimate son
of former President Bill Clinton.

The fatal shots were fired on Saturday night after Pine Bluff police responded to a
report that the man pointed a gun at two people in the home in Pine Bluff, a city of|
roughly 48,000 people about 45 miles south of Little Rock, according to police who
confirmed local TV reports.

Is This News?

107-year-old Arkansas man killed in
shootout with police

By Suzi Parker

LITTLE ROCK, Arkansas | Sun Sep 8, 2013 1:56pm EDT

(Reuters) - A 107-year-old man was killed in a shootout with a police SWAT team at a
homein Pine Bluff, Arkansas, where he had earlier threatened two people with a gun,
authorities said on Sunday.

The fatal shots were fired on Saturday night after Pine Bluff police responded to a
report that the man, Mon roe Isadore, pointed agun attwo peoplein thehomein Pine
Bluff, a city of roughly 48,000 people about 45 miles south of Littl e Rock, acco rding to
police who confirmed local TV reports.
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Is This News

&.z,
Three Factors Determine
What Is News

1. Universal News Drivers
2. Editorial Judgment

3. Audience Judgment



10 Universal News Drivers

Importance
Prominence
Human Interest
Conflict
Change
Proximity
Timeliness
Magnitude
Relevance
Unusualness

Universal News Drivers

UN Report Details Sarin Gas Use in Syria,
but Doesn't Assign Blame

Importance
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NEWS DRIVERS make information into NEWS

Importance (Thishas serious implications)
Prominence (Thisinvolvesa famousperson)

Human interest (Thisunique or universal experience
exploresthe human condition.)

Conflict (Clashes of people, institutionsorideas)
Change (For good orill, the world haschanged)
Proximity (NIMBY: News in My Back Yard)
Timeliness (Anniversariesor holidaysordeadlines, the
calendaristhe crucial context of these stories.)
Magnitude (Numbersare the essence of this storyl)
Relevance (Howwide isthe story‘sim"" :
Unusualness (Peculiarity—Man Bites lsHumsn ONA"

Eat

Universal News Drivers

Prominence




Universal News Drivers

Human Interest3

Universal News Drlvers
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3 teens arrested in Stony Brook
campus robberies

Septanbter 13, 2013 by JOAN GRALLA | joen gralla fimewatey con
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Universal News Drivers
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Universal News Drivers

Colorada’s “liblical” flood by the msmbers

Universal News Drivers

“Millions around the world

increasingly see America not as a “He has made (Russia)

[ AN model of democracy but as relying

solely on brute force, cobbling iz i e et
coalitions together under the an enemy to the

slogan “you’re either with us or oppressed...”

against us”

>

@he Wushington Pest

M itude

(driven by numbers)

Russian President Vladimir
Putin, in the New York Times

U.S. Senator John McCain,
responding in Pravda

Conflict

Universal News Drivers Universal News Drivers
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Universal News Drivers More Drivers = Bigger Story

More Drivers = Bigger Story il More Drivers = Bigger Story

Magnitude

Importance
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More Drivers = Bigger Story il More Drivers = Bigger Story

ANPAGE:

13 killed, including gunman
13 killed, including gunman
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Interesting? Important? Place it on each axis

Miss Amwrice Nina Davuber Drushes off racist remarks
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Interesting? Important? Place it on each axis
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Interesting? Important? Place it on each axis

Voyager t leaving solar svstem matches
feats of great human explorers
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Interesting? Important? Place it on each axis

Oregon Looks at Way to Attend College
Now and Repay State Later
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Interesting? Important? Place it on each axis

% WORLD

Fukushima Operator Dumps 1,000 Tons Of Polluted Water In
Mg Fuanen Pevase 5
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Audience

What It “Needs”
VS.
What It Wants
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“What Kind of News Organization ARE You?”

An Extreme Case of Mission vs. Market
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Who Is Your Audience? Interesting...Important... to Whom?
Slos.\ngtlcs Times The astingion st
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The Importance of the Customer
in Making Decisions

The New York Post and Daily News Slug Why $ports is Big News

Competition & Profit

Competition & Profit
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Is Competition Bad

for the News?
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Competition & Profit
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Where do YOU get your hews?

News Literacy Reality Check Survey Fall 2013

Websites TV, Newspaper, Friends, Family,
Radio word of mouth,
social media

9/26/2013

Is the audience taking over?

Power shifts from editor to consumer

Audience News Judgment

14
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Audience News Judgment

IE e e Algorithmic New Judgment
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Is There Too Much Bad News?

15



“The brains of humans
and other animals contain
a mechanism that is designed
to give priority to bad news”
- Daniel Kahneman

9/26/2013

News Literacy Reality Check Survey Fall 2013
“The News Media Presents too much bad news.’

J

= Strongly Agree
Agree

B Neither Agree nor Disagree
Strongly Disagree

® Disagree

After this lecture, students will be able to:

Use “News Drivers” vocabulary with precision to describe which
kinds of information tend to become news.

Analyze the role played by editors/producers, the audience
and marketforces In determining what s news.

Us e speclfic events and examples to llustrate the tenslon
between journalism’s mission and market forces.

Begin to address the news media’s preference for “bad” news.

These skills relate to course outcomes 3, 4,5 & 6

16



9/26/2013

Extra Credit Opportunity:
An Evening With Watergate Reporter
Carl Bernstein

October 15

SAC Auditorium

Doors Open 7:45 p.m.
Tickets, Free, at SAC Box
Office, are only available to
News Literacy students and
Journalism students.

No other students will be
admitted.

To receive extra credit, you’ll watch “All The President’s Men” in advance and answer afew
simple questions about the film and Bemstein’s talk.

Verification

8

Accou ntability | ndependence

_bus endeth the L esson... '
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