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After this lecture, students will be able to:

1. Articulate the difference between a news outlet and a news 

Source.

2. Use the “I.M.V.A.I.N.” criteria  to evaluate sources in news 

stories.

3. Justify reasons for differential ratings of sources’ credibility 

based on IMVAIN analysis.

4. Use specific examples  to illustrate the difference between a 

source who asserts and one who verifies.

5. Use a three-part test to judge the reliability of anonymous 

sources.

These skills relate to course outcomes 1 & 2

Says Who?

Critical Evaluation

of people interviewed

for News Reports

Direct Evidence:

How Journalists Pursue the Truth

Hierarchy of Evidence: Wreck Scene

• Driver of Car

• Eyewitnesses

Indirect Evidence:

• Lawyer for Driver

• Campus Police

• University Officials

• Friends and  

Relatives of Victims

• Students on 
Campus

• Family of Driver

• Breathalyzer Report

• Driving Records

• Accident Reports 

for the Road

Why Sources Matter
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Why Sources Matter Why Sources Matter

U.S. Invades Iraq to Capture WMD

Why Critical Thinking About Sources Matters

“The problematic articles varied in authorship and subject 

matter, but many shared a common feature. They 

depended at least in part on information from a circle of 

Iraqi informants, defectors and exiles bent on ‘regime 

change’ in Iraq, people whose credibility has come under 

increasing public debate in recent weeks.”

Editor’s Note
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Why Sources Matter

The Most Famous Unnamed Source in History

 Who is this person?

 How would he or she know?

 Does anyone support that version?

 Does this person just give you an 

opinion?

 Does this person have a reason to 

mislead you?

(Don’t copy these. Wait for the mnemonic device)

Smart Questions to Ask Yourself:

Are You Ready To Sign The Jay-Z Petition? Judging the Reliability of Sources

Named Sources Are Better Than Unnamed Sources

Authoritative/Informed Sources  Are Better Than Uninformed Sources

Independent Sources Are Better Than Self-Interested Sources

Sources Who Verify Are Better Than Sources Who Assert

Multiple Sources Are Better Than Single Sources

I’M VAIN
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Judging the Reliability of Sources

Independent Sources 

Are Better Than 

Self-Interested Sources

Mother:

A Self-Interested Source

Paul Misener, vice president for global public policy at Amazon 
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The Fight Over Fracking Self-Interested Sources:
Shale Coalition:

Pennsylvania Governor’s Campaign Manager:

MarcellusProtest.org Environmental Organization :

Independent Sources

”I think the story being told by both sides is not 

accurate.

…People who say it's really wonderful, people 

who say it's really bad; in reality it's between the 

two.”

Tim Kelsey is a professor at Penn State University 
who's been analyzing the economics of the state's 
gas boom. He says the story of shale gas and 
Pennsylvania's economy is nuanced.

BUT A Self-Interested Source

Can Be A Reliable Source
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Judging the Reliability of Sources

Multiple Sources

Are Better Than a

Single Source

Evaluate The Sources

COOPER200mIL.WMV

Reconstructing the Blackwater
Incident in Nusoor Square
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Blackwater.wmv

In Pursuit of Truth
Blackwater shooting

Judging the Reliability of Sources

Sources Who Verify

Are Better Than

Sources Who Assert

Verifying or Asserting?
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Verifying or Asserting?

"Some of the Neanderthals, however, may 

have survived to this day in some 

mountainous wooded habitats that are more 

or less off limits to their arch foes. No 

clothing on them, no tools in hands and no 

fire in the household. Only round-the-clock 

watchfulness for a Homo sapiens around.“

Igor Burtsev, head of the International Center of 
Hominology in Moscow -- which investigates so-

called snowmen 

Verifying or Asserting?

“This is a species that hasn’t been 

recorded for 40,000 years. Now, we know 

one of these was walking around ten 

years ago... If one were to go back, there 

would be others still there.”

Professor Bryan Sykes, a geneticist from 

the University of Oxford, found a 100 per 

cent match with a sample from an 

ancient polar bear jawbone

A source who asserts…

…and also verifies with information

Verifying or Asserting?

Just like we ask:

“Did the Reporter 

Open the Freezer?”

You can also ask”

“Did the Source

Open the Freezer?

A Corollary to Last Week’s Lesson:
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Judging the Reliability of Sources

Authoritative/Informed Sources

Are Better Than 

Un-informed Sources

Vaccines are Dangerous?

Sez Who?

VaccineBachman.wmv

Authoritative vs. Un-informed Sources
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Informed vs. Uninformed

Judging the Reliability of Sources

Named Sources 

Are Better Than

Unnamed Sources

Named Sources vs. Unnamed Sources
Evaluating Anonymous Sources

Transparency

Characterization

Corroboration (evidence/sources)
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Transparency

“Two Western intelligence experts, who worked for 

major government spy agencies, said that they 

believed that the Chinese government had 

managed to drain the contents of the four laptops 

that Mr. Snowden said he brought to Hong Kong, 

and that he said were with him during his stay at a 

Hong Kong hotel.”

Characterization

Weighing Sources

How Would You Weigh This Source?
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Weigh These Sources

“Two Western intelligence experts, who worked for major 

government spy agencies, said that they believed that the 

Chinese government had managed to drain the contents 

of the four laptops that Mr. Snowden said he brought to 

Hong Kong, and that he said were with him during his 

stay at a Hong Kong hotel.”

Weighing Sources: Are You Ready to Sign 

a Petition to Jay-Z?

"Barneys New York has zero tolerance for any form of discrimination and 
we stand by our long history in support of all human rights," the luxury 
retailer said in a statement.

CampDeath.wmv

After Weighing These Sources, What Can You Conclude
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Sources
Outlets

Judging the Reliability of Sources

Named Sources Are Better Than Unnamed Sources

Authoritative/Informed Sources  Are Better Than Uninformed Sources

Independent Sources Are Better Than Self-Interested Sources

Sources Who Verify Are Better Than Sources Who Assert

Multiple Sources Are Better Than Single Sources

I’M VAIN

Evaluate Sources

Key Lesson:

Evaluate Sources

Evaluate Sources

Reminder: Bring Deconstruction Workbook to Next Lecture


